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International Perspective Surrounding the ICF and ICF-CY

- Overview of the North American Collaborating Center Conference on ICF, ICF-CY
Conference and WHO Family of International Classifications Network Meeting -

Akio Tokunaga
(Department of Policy and Planning)

Koji Tanaka
(Graduate School of Medical Sciences, Kyushu University)

Summary

This paper reports on international perspective surrounding the ICF and ICF-CY by giving an overview of the Annual
North American Collaborating Center Conference on ICF (NACC), ICF-CY Conference and WHO Family of International
Classifications Network Meeting (WHO-FIC Network Meeting), which we attended for the purpose of collecting materials
and presenting the results of research being conducted by the National Institute of Special Needs Education on the topic
of “Developmental Research on the Use of ICF Children and Youth Version (ICF-CY) to Educational Policy.”

Understanding issues such as debate about the ICF-CY and ICF overall and the direction in which they are headed
internationally, including the fields outside of education, is an important prerequisite to research on this topic, which
examines the use of ICF-CY in an educational context.

The following trends surrounding ICF and ICF-CY are currently evident:

(1) Examination of their usage in case assessments through coding,

(2) Examination of their usage in the organization and management of medical and other information through data

automation,

(3) Examination of limited code sets,

(4) Examination of their usage as a statistical tool,

(5) Examination of their usage as conceptual frameworks for understanding and supporting cases.

A comparison of trends that this research has identified in the usage of ICF and ICF-CY in education in Japan with
the above international trends indicates that, while ICF and ICF-CY are mainly recognized for their use as conceptual
frameworks (number five above), their adoption in case assessments through coding (number one) is gradually also being
examined. We conclude that it will be vital to continue to monitor these international trends and study better possible
applications of ICF-CY in accordance with the culture of Japan and the educational context/objectives of our nation

through collaboration with related parties and institutions in Japan and other countries.
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