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- National Institute of Special Needs Education, Japan



Message from the President

The new special needs education system with emphasis on providing educational support that
meets the needs of individual children has been applied to all schools in Japan since April 2007.

This had long been awaited. Whether they have disabilities or not, individual children should
lead a productive life under the special needs education system.

Our institute was renamed from "National Institute of Special Education" to "National
Institute of Special Needs Education (NISE)" to be in line with the start of the new education
system. To fulfill the principle of the special needs education system, all the staff members
of NISE have made concerted efforts in advancing research to address policy and education
issues, in supplying research results to schools and the public, in providing training programs
to teachers engaged in special needs education, in supporting educational counseling services,
in disseminating information on special needs education and in promoting various other relevant
activities.

Fiscal year 2012 is the second year of the period for which the third medium-term objectives
are set for NISE as an independent administrative agency. We will focus more efforts than ever
during this period on ensuring to achieve the mission given on us, as the national center for
special needs education, so as to further improve educational services for individual children
who need special support in Japan.

Your continued support would be much appreciated.

MAY 2012

ODA Yutaka

President of the National Institute of Special Needs Education, Japan
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