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Learning Opportunities in Japan
  Chart I shows various learning opportunities in Japan and the portion of the population participating therein. 
As can been seen from the chart, today's Japan offers a great variety of learning opportunities in many 
different places and in various forms.
  In the field of school education, there are kindergartens and elementary schools, lower secondly schools, 

upper secondary schools, universities, specialized training 
colleges, miscellaneous schools and also special schools and 
various type of special education which covers the age from 3 
years to college level.
  At the pre-school level, there are kindergartens and day nurseries 
which enroll about 1.8 million and 1.5 million children 
respectively.
 At the compulsory education level, elementary and lower 
secondary schools enroll nearly all the children of the relevant age 
group (from 6 to 15 years of age), approximately 12 million. 
While attending school, many of them also participate in 
extracurricular activities on a private basis as well as private 

classes on school subjects (juku).
 At the upper secondary level after compulsory education, are upper secondary schools, specialized training 
colleges offering upper secondary courses and so on, in which 
approximately 5.8 million students are enrolled.
 As for higher education institutions, there are universities, 
graduate schools, junior colleges, college of technology, 
specialized training colleges offering postsecondary courses 
(professional training colleges) and the Universities on the Air, 
which are attended by approximately 3.9 million students.
 Those pupils and students who are disabled are properly 
educated at schools for the blind, schools for the deaf and 
schools for the other disabled, or in special classes at 
elementary and lower secondary schools, depending on the 
type and extent of disability, or attend both ordinary schools 
and special support services in resource room if the disability is 
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Chart I　Organization of the School System in Japan

A experiential class in elementary school
(how blind students feel in daily lives.)

A class in junior high school




