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Current Practice and Challenges in Providing Educational Support
for Regular High School Students with Mild Developmental
Disabilities in Southern Hokkaido Prefecture

KII Tomoaki

(Hokkaido Imakane Upper Secondary School for Students with Disabilities)

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to investigate effective collaborations between special schools
for children with intellectual disabilities and regular, high schools. The study consists of three research.
In the first research, school nurses working in regular high schools (N=37) in southern area of Hokkaido
prefecture were asked to complete questionnaires about the number of students with mild developmental
disabilities attending their schools. In addition, they were asked about the types of support provided by
teachers and the teachers’ concerns about teaching these students. In the second research, school staff
members at four regular high schools that provided some support for students with mild disabilities were
interviewed for further information. In the third research, the staff of a special school practicing advanced
collaboration with neighborhood high schools was interviewed. The results were discussed in terms of the
effective roles of special schools as local special educational centers in the future.

Key Words: high schools, mild developmental disabilities, school nurses, roles of special schools
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