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Abstract: We have developed the large print textbooks for low vision children as part of a study
project tittled: “Empirical research on the systematic development of the large print textbooks and the
effectiveness for teaching (2004-2006)". We also conducted a survey evaluating the usage of large print
textbooks involving teachers and students of elementary and junior high schools, and schools for the blind.
We obtained largely positive feedback for junior high school textbooks on social study and science. As we
received different results from teachers and students, we compared these differences, which showed some
significant differences between teacher and student perceptions regarding the use of maps and whether

there was a suitable balance between text and diagrams. The students gave almost all the questions
in these two categories higher marks than the teachers. The teachers also gave lower marks than the
students for questions on the colors of photos, graphic and illustration, and maps. Some improvements
to be made were elicited through opinions and requests for large print textbooks as follows: i. the size of
textbooks and way of bookbinding method used, ii. the size and selection of the font, iii. the style denoting
readings in kana phonetic characters and the line spacing, iv. the labeling of maps, v. the arrangement of
charts, vi. the establishment of a consistent layout methodology adapted practical instructions in classes.

Key Words: Low vision children, Large print textbooks, Usage survey, Evaluation
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