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Abstract: The system of education for children with disabilities in Japan has changed from that of
special education to that of special-needs education, and at the same time the concept of “educational
needs” was incorporated into the education for such children. Currently, an active discussion on the
concept of “educational needs” is being conducted in European countries and at international institutes
aiming at education to respond to the needs of individual children. There are both subjective needs that
a child feels and objective needs that specialists suggest. Recently, the subjective needs that a child feels
have been emphasized from a democratic viewpoint. In the educational system in the UK, children with
“special educational needs” are defined as “children who need ‘special educational provision' because of
their ‘learning difficulty regardless of the category of their disability.” On the other hand, the system
of special-needs education in Japan has been designed on the basis of the category of the disability. The
definition of “educational needs” in this system is still being discussed and remains to be established.
In this paper, we first organize the concept of needs in the field of social welfare, organize the concept
of “educational needs” in special-needs education on the basis of the concept of “special educational
needs” that has been addressed in the UK, and then examine the future issues regarding the concept of
“educational needs” of individual children.

Key Words: Special educational needs, Special-needs education, Educational needs, Educational difficulty,
Category of disability
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