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Abstract: - I attempted to analyze the trend of research on Special Needs Education, focusing on the
education for students with physical disabilities, using Items of International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health Children and Youth Version (ICF-CY) of the World Health Organization (WHO).
From 448 research papers published in The Japanese Journal Of Special Education, between FY 1998 and
2007, 37 research papers concerning the education for students with physical disabilities were selected
on the basis of key words and analyzed, focusing on the objectives of the research reported in these
papers. The results of the analysis showed that five research papers were related to Body functions,
nine to Activities, three to Participation, 19 to Environmental Factors, and one was unclassifiable under
any Component. There were no papers related to Body structures. A large number of papers, 15,
were classified under the Item, “e5853 Special education and training services  dealing with the content
and method of teaching. Sixteen research papers corresponded to original ICF Items, whereas 20
research papers corresponded to Items newly added by ICF-CY. This study reconfirmed that it is more
appropriate to use ICF-CY instead of ICF in analyzing the trend of research on childhood and adolescence.
As a characteristic of the trend of research in fields related to education for students with physical
disabilities, many research papers focused on issues related to physical movement and communication,
which are reported to be frequently dealt with in the Activities to Promote Independence of special
schools for students with physical disabilities. The use of the ICF-CY Items revealed that the above-
mentioned issues were incorporated in the content and methods of teaching in terms of Environmental
Factors for students. The importance of viewpoints concerning Environmental Factors and Participation
has often been pointed out when considering the use of ICF in Special Needs Education in Japan. Thus,
the relationship between the scarcity of research related to environmental factors and participation other
than those classified under e5853, as revealed by this study, and the increasing interest in ICF in Special
Needs Education is expected to be an interesting research theme in the future.

Key Words: ICF-CY, ICF, Special Needs Education, The trend of research, Education for students with
physical disabilities
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