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Current situation and problems for early detection and early

support for children with developmental disability
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and FUJII Shigeki*
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In our country, the consultation rate of the health
checkup of the child for six months years old and
three-years old (three years old six months) child
is high. It functions effectively by reviewing the
content of the health examination and the survey
slip, etc. as a place for screening of the child with
developmental disability. However, to improve
the accuracy of earlier detection and maintain
specialized agencies is important to enhance the
support at the early stage. In addition, to provide
continuous support after children enter school, it
1S necessary to consider an appropriate system
of awareness, earlier detection, and support for
children with developmental disability when they
are 3-5 years old. In the kindergartens and the
day-care centers, a counseling/support system
that would link such awareness to support

services 1S necessary, because we are aware of
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many children requiring special support. However,
at present, maternal and child health bureau or
welfare bureau cannot provide sufficient services.
Resource rooms and special schools, which serve
as an education institution, provide satisfactory
support services for many small children who
have possibility of developmental disability. It
is important for them to collaborate with health
or welfare facilities. In addition to providing
support for children, support for their parents
i1s also important. Policymakers should develop
appropriate prenatal information and counseling
services for pregnant women as well as tools for

sharing information as soon as possible.

Key Words: Early detection/support, infant
health examination, kindergarten and day-care

center, resource room, and special school





