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Asperger Syndrome and Physiognomic Perception:
A Case Study of Understanding and Support of a Public Junior
High School Student

KATSUURA Mahito

(Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University)

Abstract: This paper reports on a case study
of the support provided by an Teaching Assistant
providing special education support to a 7th
grade student with an exceptional “physiognomic
perception” of characters, words, and alphabet
characters. Through five episode descriptions of the
child’s “physiognomic” experience, we considered
how to understand his “physiognomic perception”,
what problems arise because of it, and how we could
best provide support.

It is suggested that “communications gap” exists

between the student and his peers, teachers, and

the teaching assistant because of his exceptional
“physiognomic perception” of characters, contexts,
and word meanings. To meet the special needs
due to “the gap” and support similar students
with “physiognomic perception,” it is important for
support staff to share the “physiognomic” experience
with the child.

Key Words: physiognomic perception, assistant
of special support education, episode descriptions,

communications gap, physiognomic experience
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