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Research

O The National Institute of Special Education (NISE) is an independently administered body and is designated as a
Center of Policy Research, International Collaboration and Special Education Information services. The various
research departments and sections of NISE are baced on a categorical concept of disability. There are four research
agendas at NISE:

0 10 Current  research conducted according to the
characteristic prde of each disability

0 20 Investigation of currentresearchssuesby ad hoc project

00O teams independent of research departments.

0 30 Survey and exploratory analysis to the current state and
trends in special education in Japan and in other
countries.

0 40 Research projects implemented by grants-in-aid for
scientifc research. ooooooooooo
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Research Department and Current Research Projects
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Center for Policy Research, International
Collaboration and Special Education
Information

The Center for Policy Research,International Collaboration
and Special EducationInformation consistsof the Division of
Project Research, the Division of Research in Educational
Resources Information and the Division of International
Exchange.

The center conducts applied researches using ad hoc project
teams which are independent of research departments and
sections.It is currently engagedin developinga network and
computer system in special education, and in promoting a
progranme of international exchange with foreign research
institutions.
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0 Theme of Studies

WebOODOOOOOOOOOODOODOOODOOO

Investigating and developing effective information providing services on the World Wide Wel
OO A survey research in educational and research organizationsd
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Dept. of Education for Children with Visual Impairments

Visual impairmentsbring two major difficulties to children,i.e., oneis orientationand mobility and otherin
reading and writing.

The departmentasbeenconductingintensiveresearchesn what and how teachvisually impairedchildrento
overcomethesedisabilities. Particularly the focus of the researchesiasbeenplacedon the readingd writingof
visually impaired children, because learning would be hardly successful without efficient reading writing.

The recentprojectsinclude researchesn training programfor efficient braille reading,readinesdor tactual
readingof graphicinformation,efficient useof low vision aids,optimalvisual conditionsfor low vision readingand
also include development application of high-tech devices and software.

gooogoo ooooo
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00 Theme of Studies
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A study on effectiveuseof networkfor educationof childrenwith visualimpairmentsand blindness and
decision of educational support plans of the schools for the blind and special classes for children with Jow
vision which provide community services
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Dept. of Education for Children with Speech and
Hearing Handicaps

Hearingimpairmentmeandifficulties in auditoryperceptiorandleadsus
to recognizethe importanceof appropriateeducationalsupportfor deaf
awareness and language development of the deaf and hard of hearing.
O In thefield of educationfor the deafandhard of hearing,the methodof
selectingand fitting hearingaid at young age, the effective use of Sign
languageand othermanualsystemandthe natureof languageteachingare
investigated Educationalsupportfor studentswith hearingimpairmentin
ordinary class is also studied.

OSpeech disorders sometimes lead children to the difficulty of

interpersonal communication as well as retardation in articulation and

language development.

OlIn thefield of educationfor the speechhandicappedwe haveconducted
clinical studies on educational intervention and practical assistance for

children through case studies, reconsidering "speech disorder" as
"communicationdisorder" so that these studiescould be informative to

classroom teachers.
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Study on Deaf Awareness and Participation into the Society

do0doOdoOdoOooooooooooooa
Early Intervention for Infant with a Hearing Impairment

oj0000oooooooooo00ooooooood
Educational Counseling for Young Children and their Parent

0000000000C0OoOOO00DOoOoUoOobooooOOoO
Study on the Construction of the Communicative Relationship between Child and Teache
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Dept. of Education br Childr en with Intellectual Disabilities

O Underthe extensionof normalizationmary kinds of developmentcanbe seensuchasreecaminationon concept
of supportdor childrenwith intellectualdisabilities,changingof ervironmentsandmethodsof supportsprovidedto

them.These trends lva been tafin into consideration in our research department.

O Our researchfocus is composedof following three areas.The first one is concerningthe improvement of

instructional contents,methods,and supportsystemin responseto special
educationaheedsand otherfactorsfor eachchild. The seconds developing
framework for conducting school education successfully, that is,

ervironmentalview. This researchincludes national curriculum, courseof

study individualizededucationprogram,and otherrelatedfocuses.The third

one is focuses on transition from school to community and community

inclusionfor attaininghigh quality of life. Developingeffective transitionand
support system according to their life stages is included in this type of

research.

O Currentresearclihemesof our researcldepartmenhave beensetup under
these viars and seeral needs from school, home, and community

gooooo
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0 Theme of Studies
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Studyon Improving Proces®f Co-operatie RelationshipbetweerTeachersandthe Persongoncernedor Students
with Intellectual Disabilities: &cusing on making gbetsuno-shidogikaku (indvidual teaching plans)

Od000o0odUoooooUooooodoooogooooog
Studyon the CareerEducationProgramsand Employment SupportSystemat Schoolfor Studentswith Intellectual
Disabilities

OO00000000o0oo00UuDooo0ooooooDooooooooon
Study on Educational Support System in Post-secondary Education for Student with Mild Disabilities
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Dept. of Education br Childr en with Physicalll motor Disabilities

0 Nowadaysmary pupils in specialschoolsfor children with Physicalll motordisabilities also have intellectual
disabilities or the other ditulties as well.

0 Ontheotherhandmary childrenwith Physical(d motordisabilitiesarelearningin mary kinds of school;not only
in special schoolsut also in special classes ogudar classes in primary and secondary schools.

0 Basedon such a current state, this departmentcarries out practical researcheso develop "individual needs
education” with folleving aspects:

0 1) pedagogica methodology, 2) community based education, and 3)
supporting the parents and tlzerfily members.

U In addition,the educationalssuesof "humanbody movement*hadlong
beendealtfrom the viewpoint of "function of body movement"in special
schoolfor children with motor disabilities. But we have alsoworked on =
these issues (including above aspects) by redifining "human body
movement"as "hisO her unique expressionin the context of daily living
and human relationship”
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00 Theme of Studies
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O A Study on Enhancingand Systematizingeducationfor children with Physicalll Motor Disabilities in
Community

O O Focusing on "Opened Schoabiffning” and the Inteention Impravement

0000000000000 D000boooobDOooDOoDOooOoDOoooOooO
0 A Method of EducationalTreatmentwith Equinefor children with Physical(d Motor Disability and the
Assessment System

OO000O00DOOoO00ooO00oDoOoOoooOooooon
O Facilitation on Self-gpression for Children with Bisicalld Motor Disability
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Dept. of Education br Childr en with Health Impairments

O Children with healthimpairmentsrequire medical treatmentand live
underrestrictionsfor a long time. Someof themrecover their healthand
returnto ordinaryschool.Othersneedto stayin hospitalfor life. In order
to correspondto variety of educationalneedsfor children with health
impairments, the folling researches are being carried out.

U We carriedresearcheen the self careof childrenwith chronicdiseases,
on education and psychological care for children with psychosomatic
diseases, and on academic teaching to compensate learning blank.
O Also, we have starteda new areaof researchwhich is educationabnd
psychologicalcare necessaryor childrenin terminal stageof their life.
The purposeof the studyis to examinewhat educationcanandshoulddo
for those children, and to prepare in-service training for teachers and
enhancement of educational milieu to accomplish educational aims.
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0 Theme of Studies
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Study on self-care of children with chronic diseases

O O Development of measurement for self-care of childrend

O000o00ooDoooooooooooooooon
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Education and psychological care for children in terminal stage of their life
0 O aiming to preide education »@sting with a childD

goooooooboooooooooooboooooooooo
Research on psycho-educational assessment requiredafoaten of learning disabilities
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Dept. of Education br Childr en with Emotional Disturbance

O The emotionaldisturbancejn the nameof this departmentdoesnot meanpsychogenicemotionaldisturbance
only, but it meansthe stateof emotionaldisturbancewith the wide rangeof etiology such as autism, attention-
defcit/hyperactvity disorder (ADHD), school refusal, psychosis, neurosis, and psychogenic mutism.

0 The consisteng and continuity arevery importantin the educatiorfor the disabledchildrenespeciallyin that for

childrenwith the emotionaldisturbancepecauseof their vulnerability to the changeof environment.To keepthe

consisteng and continuity in eachchild is indispensablén the education,
morewer it is eligible for all professionalsoncerningeachchild with the
emotional disturbance.

O Therefore, this department is performing a series of studies on the
consistentandtotal carefor childrenwith the emotionaldisturbanceHow

to keepthe consisteng in the transition,how to exchangethe information
abouteachchild betweenprofessionalshow to programthe educationfor
each child are included in that series of studies.

0 Recently studieson the educationfor children with ADHD have been
emphasizedo meetthe increasingsocial needs.This departments also
investigating actualconditionof childrenwith the emotionaldisturbancen i
regular classesand developing methodsof assessmerdnd treatmentfor poooooooOoOO0OO0OOOOO0O
them to cope with thexéending feld of special education. ooooo

ddoooooooooooo
00 Theme of Studies

0000000000 (ADHD)ODODOODOoOoOoooono
A study on assessment of children wittiention-DefcitD Hyperactvity Disorder (ADHD).

Oo0oooooooooooooon
A study of early consultation and educational support for autistic children.
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Dept. of Education br Childr en with Multiple Disabilities

O The populationwith multiple disabilitiesour departmentvorks with covers a wide rangefrom childrenwhose
priority lies in the maintenancef their life and healthto thosewho tackle with academicsubjects Emphasisis
placedon the explorationof concreteresearchissueshroughdirectcontact -
with thesechildren over a long period of time in such place as clinical
centers,schoolsand institutions. Solution is soughtmainly throughaction
research.

O In working with children with multiple disabilities, our department
stresses two points: communication based on mutual relationship and
making use of children's spontaneity and autonomy

O Various themeshave beentaken up, and the following are somesuch
examples:maintenancendenhancemeraf health;impactof needsarising
from the accompanimenbf sensoryimpairments;educationalsupportfor
children with severe intellectual and physical disabilities; collaboration
among home, school, walle and medical sectors, etc. 00000000000000OOo
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00 Theme of Studies
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Teacher Deelopment on Education for Children with Deafblindness

00000000000 0000DO0O00000DO0D0000O00no
Assessment of Functional Vision Hearing of Children with Multiple Disabilities and the
Development of Educational Contents

00000000000 000o00oooooooooooooon
Mechanism of ConceptoFmation in Children with Sensory Impairments and Intellectual Disabilities

gddbooodouoooouobooooobooooooooooooan
Interaction Between Eironment and Children with Kbical Disabilities andAdditional Difficulties
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Dept. of Educational and Information Technology

0 Educational and Information Technology has contributed to the
enhancementf the learningof childrenwith disabilities.It hasbecome
our significant challengein educationto develop children'sinformation
literacy such as gathering, managing, and using various information
appropriatelyby utilizing the Internetand other information devices in
various settings. This department is pursuing its missions by 1)
developing a variety of educationaland assistve technologydevices in
order to provide specia education students with easy access to
necessarynformation and communicationactiities, 2) developing and
evaluating school curriculum for teachingcomputingto children with
disabilities.
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Development and Dissemination of ICT-Based Educational Materials and Assistve Technology
Devices for Children with Special Educational Needs.

0000000000000 0000000000000000000DOD0ODOO0000oOoOoDO
Curriculum Deelopment ofTeaching Computing to Children with Disabilities.
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Branch: Section of Education 6r Childr en with Autism
O Branch of the institute was establishedn May 1976,in Musashino,Tokyo. .

Thesectionis concernedvith researctandclinical actiities for the educational
treatment of autistic children and other developmentally disabled children.
Since most autistic children have difficulty in adaptationto group situation,
systematieducationabupportsseemto be required.To addresghis issue,our
currentongoingresearchis focusedon“ studyon developmentof social skills
in autistic children and educational support” and“ educational support for
childrenwith high-functioningautism: new perspecties of effective inservice
training for the educatiorof childrenwith autism’ The purposeof thesestudies .
is practical understanding of optimal educational support for autistic children. oooooon
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O000o00o00o00oooooooooooooooooono
Study on Degelopment of Social Skills iAutistic Children and Educational Support
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EducationalSupportfor Children with High-functioningAutism: New Perspecties of Effective Inservice
Training for the Education of Children wiutism
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Clinical Center for Childr en with Special Needs

O The Clinical Centerfor Childrenwith SpecialNeedshastwo sectionsdedicatedio servicesthe Guidanceand
Counseling Section and the Medical Section.

O The Clinical Centerfor Children with SpecialNeedscarriesout practicalresearchbasedon casestudiesand
suneys on issuesnvolved with guidanceandcounseling Someof thoseissuesareguidanceandcounselingsupport
in accordancevith the developmentof the child with specialneedsfamily supportwith parentsasits core,support
methodsfor classroonteachersgconsisteng and continuity of guidanceand counselingservicesand cooperation

with and coordination among otheiganizations.
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