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Finland in PISA Studies - Supporting Learning and Welfare in Basic Education-

International Seminar 8 - 9 December 2005, Paasitorni, Paasivuorenkatu 5 A Helsinki

Yutaka Tokunaga
(Department for Policy and Planning)

Finland once again came out top in the OECD’ s latest PISA study of learning results among 1 5-year old, with high
performances in mathematics, science, mother tongue and problem solving. Due to the wide international interest, the
Finnish National Board of Education organised seminars on the Finnish education system in relation to the background
for Finnish PISA success. The aim of this international seminar was to give the participants a brief but comprehensive
insight into the Finnish basic education system with emphasis on special needs education and student welfare, and to offer
possibilities to get familiar with and observe examples of good practice. Ms. Megue Nakazawa and I attended this seminar
from NISE and got information and discussed about special needs education for children with disabilities or learning
difficulties, student welfare in Finland. Some explanations about Finnish PISA success were found in the main principles
for comprehensive education as follows;

Education system;

-Comprehensive, non selective basic education

-Central steering, local implementation
Individual support systems;

-Early intervention
-Active role of student

Qualified teachers, teacher education





