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Comparative Study on Inclusive Education for Children with
Special Needs

- Integration and Inclusion for Children with Disabilities -

Yutaka Tokunaga
(Department of Policy and Planning)

Research Teams for Study on International Comparison (2005), NISE

Summary

Providing adequate education for children with disabilities at ordinary schools (integration or inclusion), is an important
policy objective. We conducted a comparative study of basic information regarding inclusion, using information from
Japan, the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, Republic Korea and China. The points we
studied were: (1) What similar terms are used to describe inclusion and what definitions are given in laws, reports and
other public documents with respect to education; (2) How these terms have changed historically over time; (3) What
kind of children are targeted and what data is available; and (4) What issues are being debated. Based on this study, we
examined issues such as inclusion in developing countries and developed countries, data on the targeted children and the

need for a continuum of educational services.

Keywords: Integration (Inclusion), Education for children with disabilities, Concept of definition, International

comparison
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