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Abstract: With the Special Needs Education developing into a full-fledged program, efforts concerning
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Education systems at elementary and junior high schools in the above-mentioned situation, a survey
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A study on Japanese phonetic alphabet of screen readers:
Word selection for elementary school students
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Abstract: Japanese screen readers for blind persons are equipped with the Japanese phonetic alphabet,
which is a set of words that begin with each of the Japanese phonetic letters and is used to make it
easier to distinguish one spoken phonetic letter from the others. However, some words in the current
sets appear to be unfamiliar to elementary school students. Thus, we conducted a word familiarity survey
for words included in the current phonetic alphabet and candidate words selected mainly from the
Educational Basic Vocabulary. The result shows that slightly over 70% of the words used in the current
phonetic alphabet were evaluated to be highly familiar and the rest were unfamiliar to schoolchildren. At
the same time, nearly 90% of the candidate words were evaluated to be highly familiar. On the basis of
these results, it is suggested that some current phonetic alphabet words, which were evaluated to be less
familiar to schoolchildren, should be replaced with the candidate words that begin with the same letter
and were evaluated to be highly familiar.

Key Words: Blind people, Screen readers, Japanese phonetic alphabet, Word familiarity
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Survey on awareness of and response to "children of concern" and "parents of concern” by preschool teachers and child-care providers
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Survey on awareness of and response to “children of concern”
and “parents of concern” by preschool teachers
and child-care providers:
Considerations in providing organizational support to
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Abstract: Teachers at preschools and care providers at child-care centers sometimes describe children
with some kind of issue in the provision of education and child care as “children of concern.” In this
paper, data obtained by conducting a questionnaire survey on what constitutes “children of concern” to
preschool teachers and child-care providers are presented. A wide variety of responses, ranging from
assumed developmental disability to cases of abuse to allergy, were obtained. Issues regarding provision
of education and child care, and the actual support currently being provided were also investigated in
the survey. Many responses were obtained for the questionnaire items, ‘behavioral issues of children
of concern” and “issues involved in group activities.” Regarding the actual support currently being
provided, “special attention to individual children/speaking to them” accounted for more than half of
the responses. Next, questionnaire items regarding “parents of concern” were given. A wide variety
of responses, such as “lack of discipline,” “indifference” and “rare or inconsistent response to requests
from preschool teachers or child-care providers” were obtained. There was a difference in the trend
of responses to all the questionnaire items depending on the respondents’ affiliation and age of the
children under their care. On the basis of the results of the questionnaire survey, considerations that
organizational support providers to preschools and child-care centers should pay attention to were
discussed.

Key Words: Special support, Children of concern, Parents of concern, Viewpoints of preschool teachers

and child-care providers
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Practical research on news delivery using symbols:
Establishing a website that delivers news using SymbolStix

MUNEKATA Tetsuya', YAMAGUCHI Toshimitsu’

lDepartment of Policy & Planning, National Institute of Special Needs Education (NISE), Yokosuka, Japan
2Departmen‘[ of Teacher Training and Information, National Institute of Special Needs Education (NISE), Yokosuka, Japan
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Abstract: In this study, the authors developed a web server from which registered users can download
three different types of PDF documents as well as mp3 audio files in the Podcast format. The developed
system is based on a pioneering web site called News-2-You in the US, with the permission from them.
The size of the documents is 264 pages and corresponding audio narration. Forty-eight teachers and
professionals in the field of education for children with intellectual disabilities participated in an evaluation
study. The results indicated that the files of PDFs might be useful and that the monochrome version of
PDFs looked more stable than the color version. Practical news-reading procedures were discussed on
the basis of the results. Furthermore, the issues to be solved were discussed, and several research papers
regarding the web site accessibility for a person with intellectual disabilities were also reviewed.

Key Words: Intellectual disabilities, WWW, For constructing newspaper, Accessibility
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Abstract: - I attempted to analyze the trend of research on Special Needs Education, focusing on the
education for students with physical disabilities, using Items of International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health Children and Youth Version (ICF-CY) of the World Health Organization (WHO).
From 448 research papers published in The Japanese Journal Of Special Education, between FY 1998 and
2007, 37 research papers concerning the education for students with physical disabilities were selected
on the basis of key words and analyzed, focusing on the objectives of the research reported in these
papers. The results of the analysis showed that five research papers were related to Body functions,
nine to Activities, three to Participation, 19 to Environmental Factors, and one was unclassifiable under
any Component. There were no papers related to Body structures. A large number of papers, 15,
were classified under the Item, “e5853 Special education and training services  dealing with the content
and method of teaching. Sixteen research papers corresponded to original ICF Items, whereas 20
research papers corresponded to Items newly added by ICF-CY. This study reconfirmed that it is more
appropriate to use ICF-CY instead of ICF in analyzing the trend of research on childhood and adolescence.
As a characteristic of the trend of research in fields related to education for students with physical
disabilities, many research papers focused on issues related to physical movement and communication,
which are reported to be frequently dealt with in the Activities to Promote Independence of special
schools for students with physical disabilities. The use of the ICF-CY Items revealed that the above-
mentioned issues were incorporated in the content and methods of teaching in terms of Environmental
Factors for students. The importance of viewpoints concerning Environmental Factors and Participation
has often been pointed out when considering the use of ICF in Special Needs Education in Japan. Thus,
the relationship between the scarcity of research related to environmental factors and participation other
than those classified under e5853, as revealed by this study, and the increasing interest in ICF in Special
Needs Education is expected to be an interesting research theme in the future.

Key Words: ICF-CY, ICF, Special Needs Education, The trend of research, Education for students with
physical disabilities
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120  Function of special needs schools as a local center of Special Needs Education with attention paid to the needs of elementary and junior high schools
SATO. M Bulletin of The National Institute of Special Needs Education 36, 2009

LONG-TERM IN-SERVICE TEACHER TRAINEE’S REPORT

Function of special needs schools as a local center of
Special Needs Education with attention paid to the needs of
elementary and junior high schools:

Through the analysis of a survey of elementary
and junior high schools

SATO Mikako

Oshima Gakuen Branch School, Hokkaido Nanao Specail Needs Education School, Hokuto-City, Hokkaido, Japan
Received August 21, 2008; Accepted November 17, 2008

Abstract: To fully implement Special Needs Education, special needs schools are required to further
enhance their function as a local Special Needs Education center. Elementary and junior high schools
are called on to address specific issues concerning the children, their guardians, and classes in need of
improvement and support from the school system. For special needs schools, which have been acting as
local centers prior to the implementation of full-scale Special Needs Education, to serve as local resources
by further enhancing their function as a center, it is necessary to properly grasp the needs of elementary
and junior high schools that frequently make use of Special Needs Education. To clarify the needs of
elementary and junior high schools, a questionnaire survey on how they currently use the functions of
the center and their future needs was carried out and analyzed to consider the expected functions of the
center.

Key Words: Special Needs Education, Center of Special Needs Education, Needs of elementary and junior
high schools
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