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Teacher-parent collaboration in special needs education

The parents’ roles and teachers’ needs

YANAGISAWA Akiko

(Department of Educational Information)

Previous studies on collaboration and
cooperation between professionals and parents
of families having children with disabilities were
discussed. Then, the meaning of collaboration
between teachers and parents in special needs
education was analyzed based on the historical
transition of the role of parents having children
with disabilities, and teachers’ needs when
working with them. The role of parents having
children with disabilities has been transformed
from specialists and teachers initiated, to a
partnership role in subjective decision making
about their children’s education. Teachers are

required to support parents, and parents are
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able to participate in education independently of
teachers, as equal advocates for their children
with disabilities. It is important that teachers
build a relationship of mutual trust with parents
by establishing in-depth communication, as well
as give specialized advice to parents. Moreover,
it is important that teachers make progress in
collaborating with parents having children with
disabilities, being aware that parents are growing
as individuals, and that parents desires and

problems change as their children become older.

Key Words: collaboration teachers

parents/families of children with disabilities






