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Expertise and development of teachers for students with

multiple disabilities

SAITO Yumiko*, YOKOO Shun**, KUMATA Hanae***,
OSAKI Hirofumi***, MATSUMURA Kanyu***, and SASAMOTO Ken****

(* Department of Policy and Planning) (** Department of Educational Support)

(*** Department of Teacher Training and Collaborative Projects) (**** Special-Appointment Researcher)

A contemporary issue in special needs education
in Japan is providing appropriate education
for students with severe, multiple disabilities.
However, the expertise of teachers of such
students and how their expertise was obtained
and developed remains unclear. Therefore,
the process of developing practical expertise
by teachers for dealing with students having
multiple disabilities, as well as the requisites for
developing such expertise were investigated.
Experienced teachers (N = 9) that had worked in
several special needs schools for students with
different disabilities were interviewed. Data were
analyzed using qualitative study methodology.
Results indicated that the dominant theme was

by practicing in several special needs schools
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for different types of disabilities, experienced
teachers have developed expertise, knowledge and
techniques for teaching students with multiple
disabilities. In addition, they have deepened their
understanding and beliefs regarding children,
disabilities, and about education through reflection.
Moreover, they continue working to achieving
positive results. The need for a system to ensure
the necessary expertise for teachers of students
with multiple disabilities, and the need for

accumulation and cultivation are discussed.

Key Words: expertise for educating students
with multiple disabilities, qualitative inquiry, ex-
pertise on accumulation, expertise on cultivation,

reflection



