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Abstract: Teachers at preschools and care providers at child-care centers sometimes describe children
with some kind of issue in the provision of education and child care as “children of concern.” In this
paper, data obtained by conducting a questionnaire survey on what constitutes “children of concern” to
preschool teachers and child-care providers are presented. A wide variety of responses, ranging from
assumed developmental disability to cases of abuse to allergy, were obtained. Issues regarding provision
of education and child care, and the actual support currently being provided were also investigated in
the survey. Many responses were obtained for the questionnaire items, ‘behavioral issues of children
of concern” and “issues involved in group activities.” Regarding the actual support currently being
provided, “special attention to individual children/speaking to them” accounted for more than half of
the responses. Next, questionnaire items regarding “parents of concern” were given. A wide variety
of responses, such as “lack of discipline,” “indifference” and “rare or inconsistent response to requests
from preschool teachers or child-care providers” were obtained. There was a difference in the trend
of responses to all the questionnaire items depending on the respondents’ affiliation and age of the
children under their care. On the basis of the results of the questionnaire survey, considerations that
organizational support providers to preschools and child-care centers should pay attention to were
discussed.

Key Words: Special support, Children of concern, Parents of concern, Viewpoints of preschool teachers

and child-care providers
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