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Study of ICF/ICF-CY use in the fields related to Special
Needs Education for multidisciplinary approaches

TOKUNAGA Akio*, TANAKA Koji**, SAKAI Yutaka***,
HARUNA Yuichiro **** and SATO Hisao™****

(*Department of Educational Support) (**Tokyo Seitoku College) (***Teikyo University)

(****The National Institute of Vocational Rehabilitation) (*****Japan College of Social Work)

Characteristics of using ICE/ICF-CY in medical,
welfare, health and labor fields related to special
needs education in Japan was investigated, and
compared to the use of special schools, toward
contribution to multidisciplinary approaches
using ICF/ICF-CY. Published articles (n=112)
were analyzed from the perspective of previous
research and compared with survey data of
special schools. Results indicated that the articles
commonly referred to conceptual frameworks
and components. The main difference between
the articles was that items and statistics were

described in labor related fields, more often

_22_

than in other fields. Compared to use in special
schools, it was indicated that more importance
was attached to the use of concepts. Moreover,
in related fields, items were mentioned more
frequently and evaluations were conducted more
often. It was indicated that using conceptual
frameworks for comprehending cases was effective
and that knowledge about items is necessary for

multidisciplinary approaches using ICE/ICF-CY.

Key Words: Special Needs Education, Related
field, ICF, ICF-CY, Multidisciplinary Approach
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Possibilities for Supporting Career Development by using
ICF in Special Needs Education

KIKUCHI Kazufumi

(Department of Educational Information)

It is necessary to ensure the consistency of
guidance and support provided in schools and
school departments to preserve the independence
and social participation of students with special
educational needs. This study aimed to identify
possibilities of supporting the career development,
and clarify important points related such support
of students with special needs, by analyzing
case studies in the use of ICF in special schools.
Results indicated the following. (1) Organizational
comprehension of career concepts, (2) facilitation
for student participation and (3) coordinated
collaboration with other supporters and association

can result in more effective, person-centered

_35_

support, with connections across time and space.
Moreover, the participation of students and the
enrichment of organizational engagements through
multidisciplinary collaboration and cooperation
between related associations and other professions
in medical, welfare and labor fields is required to
support the career development of students with

special educational needs.

Key Words:
Career development
ICF
Participation

Collaboration between related associations.
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Compatibility between “Health” in the Course of Study for
Kindergarten and ICF-CY

SAKALI Yutaka*, TANAKA Koji**, and TOKUNAGA Akio***

(*Teikyo University) (**Tokyo Seitoku College) (***Department of Educational Support)

Objective: The compatibility between the
contents of “health” , one of five domains in the
course of study for kindergarten, and ICF-CY
categories was investigated as the first step in
the practical use of ICF-CY in early childhood
education. Methods: The description of “health”
in the guidelines of the course of study for
kindergarten was linked to the ICF-CY categories
by referring to the ICF linking rules. Results:
Ten categories of ICF-CY body functions, 66
categories of ICF-CY activities and participation,
12 categories of ICF-CY environmental factors
were linked to the description of “health” in the
guidelines. Discussion: Description of “health” was
highly compatible with ICF-CY categories. Most

of the contents of “health” in the guidelines were

_49_

basic life habits. Therefore, ICF-CY categories
that were linked to “health” consisted mostly
of activities and participation categories. These
results indicate the possibility that ICF-CY can
be utilized in early childhood education. Further
studies are needed to establish well-defined linking
rules related to the compatibility of the ICF-
CY for early childhood education, as well as to
investigate the compatibility of ICF-CY categories
with domains other than “health” that are related

to the educational contents of kindergartens.

Key Words: Course of Study for Kindergarten,
ICF-CY, Compatibility, Early Childhood Education,
Health Domain
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Development of Braille reading speed in children with

acquired blindness

MUTAGUCHI Tatsumi

(Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University)

The development of Braille reading speed
in seven children with acquired blindness who
switched from reading printed text to Braille
text after the 4th grade of elementary school
was investigated. Five of them received intensive
training for one year with the aim of acquiring
the ability to use both hands efficiently. Of the
seven children, five achieved reading speed of
about the same level as the average reading
speed congenitally blind children in the sixth
grade who had used Braille text since the first
grade. However, blind children who were enrolled
in a regular school and used printed writing
remained at the second grade level in congenitally
blind children. In the intensive training, the
one-handed reading speed of three of the five
children improved with little difference between
the left and right hands, but two-handed gain
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was not constant. In two children who began
receiving instruction in the sixth grade, reading
had improved greatly after summer vacation,
but a large left-right difference appeared. This
shows that while it is possible to generally reach
the Braille reading speed of congenitally blind
children even if Braille reading is introduced in
the latter years of elementary school, achieving
that is difficult if printed text is normally used,
acquiring skill in shifting to the next line is needed
for two-handed gain to appear, and the reading
speed of the dominant hand only will improve in
cases when there is little intervention from the

instructor.

Key Words: Braille reading speed, children with
acquired blindness, children with congenital blind-

ness, intensive training, two-handed gain
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Expertise and development of teachers for students with

multiple disabilities

SAITO Yumiko*, YOKOO Shun**, KUMATA Hanae***,
OSAKI Hirofumi***, MATSUMURA Kanyu***, and SASAMOTO Ken****

(* Department of Policy and Planning) (** Department of Educational Support)

(*** Department of Teacher Training and Collaborative Projects) (**** Special-Appointment Researcher)

A contemporary issue in special needs education
in Japan is providing appropriate education
for students with severe, multiple disabilities.
However, the expertise of teachers of such
students and how their expertise was obtained
and developed remains unclear. Therefore,
the process of developing practical expertise
by teachers for dealing with students having
multiple disabilities, as well as the requisites for
developing such expertise were investigated.
Experienced teachers (N = 9) that had worked in
several special needs schools for students with
different disabilities were interviewed. Data were
analyzed using qualitative study methodology.
Results indicated that the dominant theme was

by practicing in several special needs schools

_80_

for different types of disabilities, experienced
teachers have developed expertise, knowledge and
techniques for teaching students with multiple
disabilities. In addition, they have deepened their
understanding and beliefs regarding children,
disabilities, and about education through reflection.
Moreover, they continue working to achieving
positive results. The need for a system to ensure
the necessary expertise for teachers of students
with multiple disabilities, and the need for

accumulation and cultivation are discussed.

Key Words: expertise for educating students
with multiple disabilities, qualitative inquiry, ex-
pertise on accumulation, expertise on cultivation,

reflection
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What are the ideal outcomes for preschoolers in need of

special education?

— Case study of a child who attended a day care center for special-needs children —

OKABE Yuko* and SATO Miyuki**

(*Sapporo International Junior College) (**Japan College of Social Work Kodomogakuen)

One goal of support programs for children
with special needs is to provide medical and
educational support that helps put them on a path
toward a happy life. Support programs have to
provide not only short-term, but also middle and
long-term benefits. We examined the effects of
support programs for children and their families,
provided by a day care center for children with
special needs. We interviewed a mother of a child
who completed the support program 14 years
ago. We also interviewed three educational and
human services workers in a day care center
for children with special needs. Results indicated
that children’'s adjustment and adaptation to the

new life environment were connected to support

_95_

programs which helped them adopt good lifestyles.
Moreover, support programs that cultivated
trusting behaviors in other people were important
throughout the children’s stages of development.
Furthermore, educational programs to understand
children and their disabilities were useful for good
decision- making related to adjusting and adapting
to the children’s new environments during their
life stages. Also, learning how to utilize social
resources and helpful information was important

for children and families to enjoy life.

Key Words: Day care center for children with
special needs, Early support program, Parental

support, Life stage, Utilization of social resources
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Review of Studies on Support for Children with

Developmental Disabilities in Mainstream Classrooms

SHIJO Kiyomi

(Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo)

Research conducted in Japan and other
countries regarding special needs education
for children with developmental disabilities in
mainstream classrooms was reviewed. In Japan,
after the change from “special education” to
“special needs education,” promoting special
needs education in mainstream classrooms has
become a focus of interest. Research topics related
to this field have expanded from problems related
to individual support to problems about class
wide support. As a result, the perspective of
“Interactions in the classroom by diverse learners”
has become important. Research undertaken from
a socio-cultural perspective could be a key to

comprehensively treating both the individual and

the classroom. Studies taking the socio-cultural
approach have analyzed not only learning in
the same place, but also the equal participation.
Interactions that arise in the classroom can lead
to more authentic and creative learning, and to
the realization of an inclusive class. It is suggested
that future directions for such research would
include the classification of more complicated
interactions in the classroom and identification of

strategies to extend learning by diverse students.

Key Words: mainstream classroom, class wide
support, socio-cultural approach,

interaction, inclusive classroom
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A Compilation of International Studies in ’the Japanese

Journal of Special Education” on the Education for Children
with Disabilities since 1964

MUNEKATA Tetsuya, SAITO Yumiko, and TSUGE Masayoshi

(Department of Policy and Planning)

Articles in the Japanese Journal of Special
Education, published since 1964 (N = 1385) on
the education of children with disabilities in
overseas countries were reviewed. Research
articles on this topic (N =100) that accounted for
7.2% of the total articles published in the journal
were identified. In the last 12 years this ratio
had increased by approximately 150% to 8.9%.
The country with most references was the U.S,
which was mentioned in 40% of all articles. The
principal disability category was ‘uncategorized,”
which was mentioned in 50% of all articles. The

articles were more likely to be published under

the category of “Current Topics” or as ‘Review’
articles, rather than as “Original Articles” or as
“Practical Research.” Articles on educational legal
systems of overseas counties decreased from
60.9% to 44.2% in the last 24 years, whereas those
on educational methods, educational interventions,
and surveys, increased significantly from 17.4%
to 36.4%. Finally the contents of each article were

summarized and described by disability categories.

Key Words: Compilation of Research, Overseas
Countries, Education for children with Disabilities,

Japanese Journal of Special Education
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