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Message from the President

In April 2001, NISE was reestablished as an independent administrative agency from
an affiliated institution of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture for the decades.
Based upon a set schedule of every 5 years for midterm aims and midterm plans, our work
has been carried out since then, and this fiscal year marks the final year of the third phase
of that schedule.

In this fiscal year, we shall review our projects we have done in the third midterm
phase that began in 2011, while at the same time looking toward the fourth midterm phase
that will begin in 2016, in order to investigate the enterprise shall be carried out by NISE.

For special needs education in Japan along with ratification of the “Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities” in January 2014, and in anticipation of the enforcement
of “the Act related to Promoting Elimination of Discrimination due to Disabilities”, we are
now facing new facet of the issues. In this situation, it is the time for us to think of our own
role to play from now on.

Also, as the national center for special needs education, there is a demand for flexible
and speedy response to various contemporary challenges ahead.

Thus, during last fiscal year, under a tie-up with the model program of the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, we provided practical examples
of reasonable accommodation to our “Database for Supporting Development of Inclusive
Education System”, we undertook the development of a portal site for special needs
education materials.

During the present fiscal year, we plan to carry out the projects related to utilization of
ICT for enhancing the expertise of teachers.

If we are to consider special needs education to be the work of carrying out the
appropriate guidance and necessary support responding to the educational needs of each
individual child, we think that what is demanded now is concrete education practices that
promote the possibilities of each individual child in the fullest possible.

At NISE, we move steadily on toward achievement of the goal of such special needs
education, working to bring about further cooperation among the people involved, actively
involving ourselves in the various related activities.

I conclude this message with a wish to request the cooperation and support of all people
involved in this effort.

May 2015
Kazushige Shishido

President of the National Institute
of Special Needs Education
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+ Unless otherwise noted, the booklet includes information correct as of May 1, 2015.

National Institute of Special Needs Education, Japan




