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“Relationship-theory” for

the Studies of Communication Disorders

Yasumi Makino, Kanyu Matsumura

(Department of Education for Children with Speech and Hearing Handicap)

The purpose of the present review is to pro-
vide an overview of research in Japan on com-
munication disorders based on "Relationship-
theory" and to examine problems that confront
researchers in this field. The research was clas-
sified into two types: 1) research on the rela-
tionship between a child and teacher/mother,
and 2) research on the relationship between the
child and objects in his/her immediate environ-
ment. Four significant issues emerged from this
meta-analysis:

1. Construction of a methodology to improve
communication disorders between the child
and teacher.

2. Clarification of the concept of "Relationship"
in research on communication disorders.

3. Consideration of the methodology of relation-
ship investigation.

4. Consideration of a correlation of the concept
of "Relationship" with "Language ability".
In order to approach these problems, the fol-

lowing three strategies were proposed:

1. The utilization of discourse data of a child.

2. Observation of the relationship between the
child and a teacher by a third person.

3. Description of the state of the child's speech
and language.

Key Words: Communication disorders, communi-
cative relationship, Relationship-theory, lan-
guage acquisition
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