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Message from the President

As the “Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” was ratified in January 2014 in Japan,

special needs education has entered a new phase.
“Development of an inclusive education system” and “provision of reasonable accommodation”, which
were raised in the Convention, are important issues in promoting special needs education in the future.
As a national center for special needs education, NISE is required to respond flexibly and quickly to such
pressing issues. Therefore, we have been working on setting up a “Database for Supporting Development
of Inclusive Education System” since last year in cooperation with a model project conducted by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. We plan to place practical examples
of reasonable accommodation on the database. This year, we will establish and manage a portal site for
special needs education materials.

If special needs education is to provide appropriate guidance and necessary support for each child’s
educational needs, what we need to do now is implement specific educational practices in order to
maximize the potential of each child. In order to ensure such special needs education, all the NISE staff
will continue to develop research activities and projects, as well as provide educational support and
information, by further promoting collaboration and cooperation with concerned parties.

We would appreciate your continued cooperation and support.

May 2014

Kazushige Shishido

President of the National Institute
of Special Needs Education
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- In this booklet, NISE stands for National Institute of Special Needs Education.
- Unless otherwise noted, the booklet includes information correct as of May 1, 2014.

National Institute of Special Needs Education, Japan 2



