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Parental Intervention in Education Counselling of Children with
Special Needs in Early Childhood

Shigeki Kuboyama and Michiyo Kobayashi

(Department of Education for Children with Speech and Hearing Handicap)

In recent years, there has been increasing em-
phasis on educational counselling in early child-
hood and on the importance of parental
intervention in this process. The purpose of thi
s investigation is to determine what structures
are required to support this type of interven-
tion and the issues that need to be addressed.

Questionnaire data was collected from early
childhood caregivers and parents associated
with Tsukyu (i.e. resource rooms)in elementary
schools. The following issues were investigated:
Discontent with the institution, the memorable
words and actions of staff, the times it was dif-
ficult to provide child-care and why, and the
kinds of partnerships required to provide ade

quate care to children.

The findings suggest that intervention should
be commenced as soon as possible after the
physical examination has been administered,
and that that a more comprehensive type of in-
tervention with children younger than three
years of age and their parents be implemented.
In addition, a dedicated network of parents of
children with special needs should be estab-
lished, and advice to parents should be given
only after their current style of child-care has
been approved.

Key Words: Educational counselling, parents,
Tsukyu, childcare support, disclosure of disabil-
ity



