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The Role of "Tsukyu" in Educational Counselling of
Children with Special Needs

Michiyvo Kobayashi

and Shigeki Kuboyama

(Department of Education for Children with Speech and Hearing Handicap)

In recent years there has been an increasing
emphasis on educational counselling at the ear-
lier stages in special education. This paper con-
siders the role of "T'sukyu" (i.e. resource rooms)
at elementary schools in educational counselling
for preschool children with special needs and
their parents.

Two surveys were conducted to determine
how the Tsukyu functions as a place of educa-
tional counselling for young children and their
parents, and what parents want from the
Tsukyu. It was found that more than 60% of
the Tsukyu surveyed offer educational coun-
selling to preschool children. It was also found
that counselling is beneficial, not only for chil-
dren and parents, but for teachers as well be-
cause teachers sometimes have difficulties due

to lack of time and experience.

The survey findings indicate that parents
want the Tsukyu to provide information and
guidance that meet their child's needs and for
the Tsukyu to be a place where they can inter-
act with other parents. Furthermore, they want
to consult with teachers at the Tsukyu about
the problems they have in everyday life.

It was found that Tsukyu have begun to play
the role of an educational counselling centre for
preschool children and it is expected they will
become an important part of the early interven-
tion system in Japan.

Key Words: educational counselling, Tsukyu,
preschool children, early intervention system,
childcare support



