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The Background and Current Situation of Education for the

Deaf in United Kingdom

SATO D. S. Masayuki
(Department of Education for Children with Speech and Hearing Handicaps)

This paper introduces the background and current
situation of education for the deaf in United Kingdom.
The paper summarises the British school system, early
intervention, inclusion, communication approach, and
educational audiology.

The early intervention is included the Family-
Friendly Service and multi-disciplinary team service.

The multi disciplinary team especially must include
parents and named individuals from all services,
supporting deaf children and there is a need of
coordinator who coordinate the working from various
grounds.

On the inclusion, most deaf children in the UK are
educated in mainstream schools and it is thought that

majority (about 85 %) are being educated through spoken

language. Then, there are conducted the educational
support for deaf children and their classroom teachers in
mainstream school by teacher of the deaf.

On the communication, deaf children in most schools
for the deaf were educated through natural aural/oral
approach in past times. But, some schools for the deaf
educate through various communication approach (so-
called Total Communication approach including British
Sign Language and so on) in recently time.

Finally, on the educational audiology, most schools
for the deaf have the department of educational
audiology. In this department, educational audiologist
and audiological technician are registered and are
working the audiological assessment, hearing aid fitting

for deaf children and so on.








