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Report of the 27th Asia -Pacific International Seminar on

Education for Individuals with Special Needs

Ken Sasamoto
Department of Policy and Planning

Summary

National Institute of Special Needs Education held the 27th Asia-Pacific International Seminar on Education for
Individuals with Special Needs over four days at Yokohama Symposia. During the pre-conference held on the day prior
to the seminar, I accompanied the delegates on a tour of the facilities and took part in information-sharing based on
the upcoming country reports and discussion. The theme for this year's seminar was “School Management Concerning
Collaboration with Social Resources in the Community, Its Approaches and Problems” with a view to focusing on
“collaboration between schools and communities”. The participants came from fourteen countries including Japan, namely
Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Republic Korea,
Sri Lanka and Thailand. In all, these participants, including the participants from Japan, numbered a total of around 210
people over the course of the seminar. The seminar consisted of a keynote speech, an international comparative report,
country reports and a discussion session. In particular, the discussion session held on the final day of the seminar sparked
a lively exchange of opinions based on questions and answers to the country reports and the tour of facilities, with the

delegates all giving input from the perspective of the situation in their own country.





