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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to present a broad overview on the historical background and current situation of special
education, focusing on education for children with health impairments in Korea, and to report on the educational system
and actual approaches. With the establishment of the “Special Education Promotion Law” in 1977, special education
in Korea has become largely developed. Through a revision of the entire text in 1994, the introduction of provisions
relating to early special education, itinerant education, remedial education, individualized education, integrated education,
etc. directed towards qualitative improvement and expansion of opportunities for education have become developed.
Furthermore, based on a revision to the law in 2005, a category of health impairments was added as a disability category
applicable to special education. Those subject to education for children with health impairments were set as children
who require long-term hospitalization of at least 3 months or continuous medical supports such as ambulant treatment,
etc., due to chronic diseases such as cardiac problems, renal problems, hepatic function disorder, etc., and who must
continuously receive educational supports in school activities and academic progress. The classes that are inside the
hospitals are commonly referred to as “Hospital School” in Korea. The children subject to education for children with
health impairments can receive study supports at these hospital schools or at their own home while remaining enrolled in
the classes that they had attended previously. The number of school days is also secured by using not only classes taught
by special teachers of hospital schools, but a lecture system based on Cyber Education Program, etc. as well. In the future,
comparative research of approaches for education of children with health impairments in both Korea and Japan can be

considered to be linked to education for children with health impairments from a new perspective.

Keywords: special education in Korea, education for children with health impairments, hospital school, Cyber Education
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