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The Meetings of OECD National Experts on SENDDD (Students with
Disabilities, Difficulties, Disadvantages) held in 2007

Yukiko Hotate
(Ministry of Education)

Megue Nakazawa
(Department of Educational Support Research)

Summary

The OECD SENDDD meetings had been organized under Centre for Educational Research and Innovation. However, from
January 1, 2007, the responsibility to plan and conduct SENDDD research works was taken over by the Educational Policy
Committee, reflecting the increasing significance of SENDDD on national policies. The two core research works of SENDDD
are now pursued under the larger framework of Educational Policy Committee, and they are 1) Transitions for people with
disabilities beyond secondary education, or “Pathways for Disabled Students to Tertiary Education and Employment” and
2) Statistics and indicators on SENDDD, or “ Outcomes of Learning for Students with Disabilities, Learning Difficulties and
Disadvantages.”

The Latter corresponds to what were dealt with by the SENDDD meetings, and it is now placed within the larger
framework as the Technical Workshop for the Group of National Experts on Special Needs Education under the
Educational Policy Committee. Two meetings were held in 2007, one on May 15 and 16 at Helsinki, Finland, and the
other on October 22 and 24 at Berlin, Germany. Currently, two major topics for possible future research are discussed:
access of students with SEN to PISA and the development of inclusion indicators. At the Helsinki meeting, Japan presented
the reform toward inclusive education recently implemented. It contributed to the understanding of Japanese system, as

well as its issues, among member countries.





