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Research

BResearch System

Up to FY2007, the institute engaged in research activities in six classifications, including project studies and theme-
based studies. Project studies dealt with cross-sectional themes, utilized a larger number of researchers and a larger budget,
and possessed greater political importance. Theme-based studies were chiefly conducted on types of disabilities.

However, in order to respond to the demands of the times, the institute must select and give preference to the promotion
of studies based on their importance and urgency and engage not only in studies on types of disabilities but also in studies

Research teams designed to promote studies from a mid- to long-term perspective serve as the agents of various studies.
The institute has 13 research teams in five research fields which have been arranged in consideration of cross-sectional
themes and specialties. In addition, joint research systems and set-term (approximately five years) research (survey)

2008 The Composition of Research Units

that keep pace with scientific developments and social changes.

Against this background, the institute decided in FY2008 to reorganize its research system by introducing a “research
team system” in which teams serve as the agents of planning and implementation of studies. To clarify research
characteristics and focus on selected studies, the institute reorganized studies into the following nine groups in five

categories.

teams are set up as appropriate with the participation of the relevant teams to deal with specific themes, cross-sectional
interdisciplinary themes, and common themes.

Research Group

Reseach Unit

©OUnit leader, OSub

Constituent member

2008 Research titles

Research Director Senior Chief Researcher Chief Researcher Researcher
Yshitaka Atsumi Masashi Inoue Hiroki Sasamori Takeshi Kaneko Akio Tokunaga Yumi Ito - Fundamental study of educational systems for children with disabilities by international comparison-Based on
Ken Sasamoto | Kimiyoshi Takigawa | Yoshihiro Tanaka Shun Yokoo Tetsuya Watanabe Akiko Kaizu the present circumstances in Japan and course of action to be taken in the future- (Specialized Research A)
e | G e Elieie Megue Nakazawa Vumile Eiess Shigeki Fujii Virile Seia - Practical study on the use of ICF-CY in special needs education (Specialized Research A)

- Study on brain science applicable to education for children with disabilities (Specialized Research A)

Unit OSusumu Oouchi Hitoshi Nakamura | Tetsuya Munekata | Kanyu Matsumura Akiko Yanagisawa b X " o
— - - - Follow-up study on the “Plan for Special Support Classes” (Specialized Research A)
Kengo Nishimaki Masahiro Watanabe
Munehisa Tamaki
Yoshitaka Atsumi Yoshiaki Oda Katsuhiro Kanamori Hirofumi Osaki Masayuki Oshiro Jun Uekida - Study on curricula in schools for special needs education -Teaching children with multiple disabilities and an
Special Needs _ ©Susumu Oouchi Tetsuo Gokami Nobutaka Kimura | Michiyo Kobayashi Hirotsugu Ota Michimasa Ozawa Megumi Wakui Integrated course of study covering primary through Upper secondary departments- (Specialized Research A)
Education Group | Promoting | Sqpicali Fuii Kouki Chida Hiroki Sasamori | Tetsuya Munekata | Kazufumi Kikuchi Shigeki Kuboyama  study on an integrated support system for children with disabilities -Highlighting support for developmental
Unit OMayumi Sawada Hitoshi Nak Toshio N Kinivoshi Taki Y Maki disorders in the latter part of secondary education- (Specialized Research A)
e [l U oshio Naganuma ADIVOSTRIaKIEEWS asumi Makino - Basic study on effective school evaluation based on specific characteristics of schools for special needs education (Specialized Research A)
Kimihito Harada Mari Umeda
Tremeftien o Kouki Chida Shigeki Fuijii Hiroki Sasamori Hirofumi Osaki Masayuki Oshiro Jun Uekida - Study on improvement of career education and vocational education(Specialized Research A)
Support ©K'.m'h't° Harada - Tetsuo Gokami Nobutaka Kimura Yoshihiro Tanaka Michimasa Ozawa Tetsuya Watanabe | Akiko Yanagisawa
Unit OMichiyo Kobayashi
! Hirotsugu Ota Shigeki Kuboyama Munehisa Tamaki
pformation | ©Tetsuya Munekata Katsuhiro Kanamori Hirotsugu Ota Tetsuya Watanabe | Masahiro Watanabe | - research on development of teacher's video guide for promoting of using assistive information technology devices for children with disabilities
Assistive Technology | OHitoshi Nakamura (Specialized Research A)
Devices Unit
Yoshitaka Atsumi Yoshiaki Oda Nobutaka Kimura Hirofumi Osaki Yumiko Saito -Research on assessment of children with multiple disabilities-Improvement of assessment tools for initial
Multiple Kengo Nishimaki Yoshihiro Tanaka | Toshio Naganuma developmental stagein communication and understanding environment through-(Specialized Research A)
Multiple i o ©OKen Sasamoto i P ; . - Research for on the development of teacher's expertise in deaf blind education(Specialized Research B)
Disabilities Group DIS?JbI!!ttIES OMegue Nakazawa Susumu Oouchi Kimihito Harada Yumiko Hirose
b Hiroto Fujimoto Kanyu Matsumura
Tetsuya Munekata
Visual ©OYoshihiro Tanaka Susumu Oouchi Mayumi Sawada Takeshi Kaneko Tetsuya Watanabe - Study on qualitative improvement of course instruction for children with visual impairments enrolled in
Impairments OKouki Chid special needs schools and ordinary schools and provision of teaching materials based on individual special
Sensory Unit ouki Lhida Megue Nakazawa needs(Specialized Research B)
Disabilities - D%aff:ggri:'afd OYoshiaki Oda Megue Nakazawa Hiroto Fujimoto Kanyu Matsumura Shun Yokoo Yasumi Makino - Study and evaluation of teaching in deaf schools -Aiming at improvement of teaching methods including the
Speech and Unit & | OKimihito Harada Shigeki Kuboyama use of sign language and upgrading of language skills and literary ability-(Specialized Research B)
Language Group Speech and ©Kanyu Matsumura Michiyo Kobayashi Shigeki Fuijii Shigeki Kuboyama Yasumi Makino - study on the content, method and evaluation of instruction in education for children with speech and languagu
Language . = disabilities-Aiming at developing a practical guidebook for education for children with speech and language disabilities—
Disorders Unit | ©Tetsuo Gokami Yoshiaki Oda (Specialized Research B)
Motor Difficulties - | Phvsical/Motor | ©OToshio Naganuma Katsuhiro Kanamori Akio Tokunaga Hirofumi Osaki Yumiko Saito - Study on improv!ng teacher‘s expertise.in education for‘child.ren y\(i‘Fh physicql/motor di.sa.bilities-Propose a
Health Disabilities Unit | OKen Sasamoto model for upgrading special need education schools (physical disabilities)expertise—(Specialized Research B)
Impairments | Health ©OKengo Nishimaki Shigeki Fuijii Hirotsugu Ota Akio Tokunaga Jun Uekida - Study special needs education for long-time absentees due to illness who are enrolled in primary
Group mpadrrwtents OKuniyoshi Takigawa and junior high schools(Specialized Research B)
Intellectual | ©ONobutaka Kimura Masashi Inoue Tetsuya Munekata Hirofumi Osaki Kazufumi Kikuchi Megumi Wakui - Study on career education in education for children with intellectual disabilities-Aiming to build a practical
Disabilities Unit | OMichimasa Ozawa model based on a“table of Stage and Contents of Career Development(draft)’(Specialized Research B)
ST Yoshitaka Atsumi Nobutaka Kimura Michimasa Ozawa Kazufumi Kikuchi Akiko Yanagisawa | - Practical study on the content of instruction and teaching methods for autistic children -Focusing on special
i i umiko Hirose f support classes in primary and junior high schools—(Specialized Research B)
Autism Unit el e Susumu Oouchi
Ir}tell(la‘cjcual Ken Sasamoto
Dglvseel‘gglrﬂgﬁt'al Shigeki Fuijii Michiyo Kobayashi Masayuki Oshiro Shigeki Kuboyama Yumi Ito - Study on curricular education and other support for children with developmental disorders in primary and high schools
Disabilities Group Tetsuya Munekata Mari Umeda Hirofumi Osaki Michimasa Ozawa Jun Uekida (Specialized Research B)
Developmental | OYoshitaka Atsumi Akiko Kaizu
and bmotions) | OHiroki Sasamori . .
Disorders Unit | OYumiko Hirose Munehisa Tamaki
Megumi Wakui

Akiko Yanagisawa

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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Research
Group

Core
Research

Externally
Funded
Research

Entrusted
Research

Collaborative

Research

Survey and
Investigation

Projects

Research
Categories

Key Research

Specialized
Research A

Specialized
Research B

Specialized
Research C

Specialized
Research D

Grand-in-Aid
for Scientific
Researches

Entrusted
Research

Collaborative
Research

Survey and
Investigation
Projects

Research

Characteristics of Researches

Specialized studies which were selected from the viewpoint of their
importance and urgency and which should be promoted intensively.

Studies which are not based on types of disabilities and include cross-sectional
studies designed to promote special needs education and studies on themes common
to different types of disabilities. These studies are conducted primarily by the special
needs education research team and the multiple disabilities research team.

Specialized studies by type of disabilities, conducted primarily by the
multiple disabilities research team, sensory disabilities and speech/language
disabilities research team, motor difficulties and health impairments
research team, and intellectual and development disabilities research team.

Studies which are needed for educational duties and require institute-wide
efforts. These studies are conducted primarily by personnel from concerned
departments in cooperation with personnel of other departments.
Leading-edge, experimental, and embryonic studies not included in the
above.

Studies funded by external funds such as grant-in-aid scientific research.

Studies entrusted by an external organization.

Research untied NISE’s practical, general research and University or other
medical or welfare institutes’ basic and academic research.

Department of Policy and Planning, Educational Support, Teacher Training and Information,
Counseling and Consultation for Persons with Special Needs and Information Center of
Education for the persons with Developmental Disabilities conduct various surveys and
studies needed to perform duties in addition to the special studies mentioned above.

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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B Core Research
®Key Research

1. Study on curricula in schools for special needs education -Correspondence to

Research

plural disabilities and coherent curricula covering pre-school & primary through
upper secondary departments 2008-2009

Research Representative Kouki Chida
Research Partner Takanobu Kimura, Toshio Naganuma, Kimihito Harada, Masashi Inoue, Kuniyoshi Takigawa,
Kazufumi Kikuchi, Hirofumi Osaki

~Outline N
With the revision of the School Education Act, special needs schools are able to teach children who have
different disabilities and needs. Metropolis, districts and schools are trying various approaches in response
to this development. In order to develop educational content to meet children’s individual needs, each school
must make better use of their resources based on a long-term vision and develop individual teaching plans

and support programs. Under these circumstances, this study aims to further develop the “Practical Study
for Promoting the Formation and Implementation of Curricula in Special Needs Education” carried out
up to FY2006, focusing on drawing up curricula applicable for cases of plural disabilities and a consistent

curriculum for pre-school & primary through upper secondary departments.
N J

2. Study on an integrated support system for children with disabilities — Highlighting

support for developmental disorders in the upper secondary education 2008-2009

Research Representative Yoshitaka Atsumi
Research Partner Tetsuo Gokami, Hiroki Sasamori, Mayumi Sawada, Shigeki Fujii, Tetsuya Munckata,
Masayuki Oshiro, Shigeki Kuboyama, Jun Uekida, Megumi Wakui
~Outline ~
The provision of support for children with disabilities must be started as early as possible and continue
through to their integration into society. It must have consistency and continuity matching each child’s

characteristics. To make this possible, we will study the required systems to be built by the national and
local governments, mainly for developmental disorders. For early-stage support, a basic system design was
proposed in the project study for FY2006-2007. The current study will provide a review of the proposed
design and the present circumstances mainly of the upper secondary education will be grasped. The problems
to be solved will be prioritized and consideration given to ensuring a consistent support system in the future,
mainly in the field of educational support, based on the relationship with employment and welfare.

J

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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Research

3. Practical study on the content of instruction and teaching methods for children

with autistic spectrum disorder - Focusing on special classes in elementary
schools and junior high schools 2008-2009

Research Representative Yumiko Hirose
Research Partner Yoshitaka Atsumi, Masashi Inoue, Michimasa Ozawa, Nobutaka Kimura, Akiko Yanagisawa
~Outline N
The place of instruction according to characteristic of children with autistic spectrum is set up. However,
the situation of educational environment differs in each schools, classes, and classrooms. Therefore, it is
necessity to analyze the common features and peculiarities of the content of instruction, teaching method and
educational setup, and to discuss synthetically them. In this study, we will discuss whether the knowledge
obtained in our recent project is applicable for children with autistic spectrum disorder. Also, we will suggest
about the curriculum and the fundamental content of instruction and teaching methods which are effective for

them enrolled special classes established elementary schools and junior high schools.
- J

4. Study on curricular education and other support for children with developmental

disorders in primary and junior high schools 2008-2009

Research Representative Hiroki Sasamori

Research Partner Yoshitaka Atsumi, Yumi Ito, Masayuki Oshiro, Akiko Kaizu, Shigeki Kuboyama,
Michiyo Kobayashi, Munehisa Tamaki, Yumiko Hirose, Shigeki Fujii, Akiko Yanagisawa,
Megumi Wakui

~Outline

Children with developmental disabilities are often found to be shower in curricular learning due to their
functional difficulty in congnition, attentiveness and social behavior, that lowers their self-esteem and tends to
be a cause of the secondary disabilities.

To meet this condition, the primary aim of this study is to clarify how to teach curriculum to them in
regular classes of primary and junior high schools. To accomplish this aim, it will be investigated that how to
accurately assess the characteristics of each child, what contents of instruction and teaching methods should
be used based on the accurate assessment along with teaching materials, teaching aid and assistive technology.
As it is important to make children with developmental disabilities have readiness to accept curricular
learning at primary schools as early as possible, we also plan to examine teaching methods in kindergartens
and day nurseries.

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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1. Fundamental study of educational systems for children with disabilities - Based

on the current circumstances in Japan and course of action to be taken in the
future 2008

Research Representative Ken Sasamoto
Research Partner Megue Nakazawa, Tetsuya Munekata, Shun Yokoo, Yumi Ito, Yumiko Saito
~Outline
Special needs education in Japan is based on the premise that children with disabilities will have the
opportunity to attend school throughout the stages of compulsory education however severe their disability
may be. Flexible operation of the school system covering primary and junior high school for children with
disabilities has already begun, making use of schools for special needs education, resource rooms, attendance

authorization system, joint activities and learning, etc. To further promote special needs education, it is
necessary to raise the qualitative level of education for students attending regular schools. Accordingly, to
provide support for those directly concerned, as well as raise awareness of teachers, guardians and other
students, and improve environment, we will investigate the educational systems and current circumstances
in (U.S. and European Countries) based on the results of previous studies, and identify issues that help us

consider the course of action for the future education of Japanese children with disabilities.
- J

2. Practical study on the use of ICF-CY in special needs education 2008-2009

Research Representative Akio Tokunaga
Research Partner Kanyu Matsumura, Masahiro Watanabe
~Outline
This study aims developing the practical method regarding to use of ICF-CY (International Classification
of Functioning, Disability and Health Children and Youth Version) for Special Needs Education. In addition,
the study promotes some documents for developing National Curriculum, Guideline and Guide Book of the
School for Special Needs Education in Japan.

This study has mainly 2 back ground. 1) The ministry of Education is developing the National Curriculum,
Guideline and Guide Book, based on the report of Central Council for Education, including description
regarding to importance of conceptual framework of ICF in 2008. 2) NISE study of developing utilization
ICF-CY for policy of school education (2008) reported it should be required to develop the practical method

L regarding to use of ICF-CY.
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3. Study on brain science applicable to education for children with disabilities

2007-2008

Research Representative Kengo Nishimaki

Research Collaborator Yoshitaka Atsumi, Takeshi Kaneko, Tetsuya Watanabe, Munehisa Tamaki
~Outline

The development of teaching materials and tools allegedly based on brain science is going on and the number
of teachers interested in brain science is increasing; however, not all of the information in circulation is accurate.
The Institute is committed to disseminating brain science related to special needs education and to examining
the possible application of brain science to education for children with disabilities. (1) Brain science data with a
correlation to special needs education will be collected and proper information will be provided to those involved
in special needs education through such means as seminars, etc.; (2) Through information exchange with
researchers in teachers’ colleges and team study mainly on the use of NIRS (near-infrared spectroscopy), the
Institute will provide a core function for the nation in this field; (3) The possible application of brain science will
be clarified by studying its applicability to children with disabilities, on subjects such as sensory disorders, which
would produce results more readily; and (4) Based on the results of these studies, a proposal from the perspective
of policy and measures will be made on how brain science should be to prove useful in special needs education.

J

4. Study on the “Plan for Special Support Classes” 2008

Research Representative Hiroto Fujmoto
Research Partner Kuniyoshi Takugawa, Yoshihiro Tanaka, Yumiko Hirose, Shigeki Fujii
~Outline ~
The “Study on a Special Support Class System,” (2006, 2007) a new educational development program
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, reported that the plan for “Special
Classes (tentative name)” could be significantly advanced through flexible operation of special support
classes/resource rooms, creation of a regional support system, efficient use of special needs education tools,
promotion of exchange and joint learning, etc. Under the current system, the following issues are not yet
clarified: “Confirmation of achievements and problems in exchange and joint learning between children
enrolled in special support classes and those in regular classes,” “use of assessment for determining the length
of time to teach children who are enrolled in regular classes and need special support” and “efficient use of
special needs education tools, etc.” This study aims to clarify these remaining issues and compile the Institute’
s views foward the materialization of the “Special Support Classes (tentative name)” plan.

J

5. Basic study on effective school evaluation based on specific characteristics of

schools for special needs education 2008

Research Representative Susumu Ouchi
Research Partner Hitoshi Nakamura, Yoshiaki Oda, Katsuhiro Kanamori, Michimasa Ozawa, Ysumui Makino
~Outline ~

Following the amendment of the School Education Law, the “Guidelines for School Evaluation” were
revised in January 2008. Although the section concerning school evaluation and information provision
apply to primary and junior high schools, the guidelines also call for consideration of the characteristics of
schools for special needs education in view of the implementation of specialized education suited to children’

s disabilities. Thus, in proceeding with school evaluation and fixing specific evaluation items, indexes, etc.,
consideration should always be given to the appropriateness of characteristics, and further study is needed for
school evaluation attaching importance to these characteristics.

In view of the above, we will consider effective methods of school evaluation based on the knowledge of
actual circumstances gathered by inquiries and field surveys on approaches to school evaluation according to the
characteristics of schools for special needs education and through our examination of methods for qualitative
and quantitative determination of evaluation indexes given in the “Guidelines for School Evaluation”.

J
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6. Study on improvement of career guidance and vocational education 2008-2009

Research Representative Kimihito Harada
Research Partner Koki Chida, Nobutaka Kimura, Michiyo Kobayashi, Hirotsugu Ota, Tetsuya Watanabe,
Jun Uekida, Akiko Yanagisawa
KOutllne N

In order to advance early career guidance and vocational education for children with disabilities, a
multifaceted fact-finding survey on education, welfare and labor are necessary.

In this study, relevant information will be collected to grasp the present circumstances are identify
problems, followed by development of teaching program for career guidance and vocational education.

In particular, vocational education and working guidance for children with disabilities in the upper
secondary stage is an urgent problem.

On this account, we at first investigate the present circumstances and problems of vocational education,
vocational guidance and employment situation for children with disabilities.

To the second, we will propose support tool to help increase the number and quality of employment
opportunities for children with disabilities.

J

7. Research on development of teacher’s video guide for the promotion of using

assistive information technology devices for children with disabilities 2008-2009

Research Representative Hitoshi Nakamura

Research Partner Katsuhiro Kanamori, Tetsuya Munekata, Hirotugu Ota, Masahiro Watanabe
~Outline

The effectiveness of assistive technology devices on education of children with disabilities has been proved
by researches and experiences. However, in many special needs education schools, except in schools for
children with visual and hearing impairments, when teachers with knowledge how to use these devices are
transferred to other schools, many of the remaining teachers may stop using them even though they are aware
of their effectiveness, because they do not know how to use effectively these. So we will do a survey on a
situation of possession and utilization of assistive technology devices in special needs education schools, and

prepare video guide how to use effectively devices which the survey may suggest to be very useful.
N J

~

8. Research on assessment of children with multiple disabilities - Improvement

of assessment tools for initial developmental stage in communication and
understanding environment through vision 2008

Research Representative Yumiko Saito
Research Partner Megue Nakazawa
~Outline ~N
The purpose of this single year study is to disseminate and to improve the assessment tools, which had
been proposed in the preceding research conducted in FY2006/2007, “Research on assessment for children
with multiple disabilities. The proposed assessment tools are for two areas: the first set of tools aims to
evaluate utilization of vision (light and color) of children whose vision is considered to be in “the level of
light perception”. The second set of tools is to assess initial stage of communication of children with multiple
disabilities, focusing on means & mode of communication, and interactive skills.

In this study, we will collect data and improve tools while working on the dissemination of the assessment.
The study is expected to result in the proposal of assessment tools that are easier for teachers to use and that

more helpful in discovering educational needs of children with disabilities.
N J
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1. Research for on the development of teacher’s expertise in deafblind education

2007-2008

Research Representative Megue Nakazawa
Research Partner Yumiko Saito
~Outline

This study aims to develop a viable deafblind training program in Japan to help upgrade the expertise of
teachers engaged in deafblind education. In this fiscal year, the training needs of guardians and teachers in
charge will be investigated and the training program developed and implemented in the preceding fiscal year
will be reviewed and improved. In addition, development will continue on teaching materials related to course
instruction for deafblind children with high capability and teaching materials related to communication for
deafblind children with intellectual disabilities and for those who have both intellectual and motor disabilities.

2. Study on qualitative improvement of course instruction for children with visual

impairments enrolled in special needs schools and ordinary schools and provision
of teaching materials based on individual special needs 2008-2009

Research Representative Yoshihiro Tanaka
Research Partner Kouki Chida, Susumu Ouchi, Mayumi Sawada, Takeshi Kaneko, Tetsuya Watanabe

Outline

In this study, concrete measures for upgrading the quality of course instruction for children with visual
impairments enrolled in schools for special needs education (visual impairment) and regular elementary
and lower secondary schools and effective methods for developing and providing appropriate teaching
materials will be examined. Based on the new national curriculum standards, subjects and other matters to be
considered when dealing with visual impairments, for example, will also be studied. Results of the study will
be compiled into a guidebook for teachers in chage of children with visual impairments.

3. Study and evaluation of teaching in school for deaf — Aiming at improvement of

teaching methods including the use of sign language and upgrading of language
skills and literary ability 2008-2009

Research Representative Yoshiaki Oda
Research Partner Kimihito Harada, Hiroto Fujimoto, Shun Yokoo

~Outline
With the advance of special needs education, there is a pressing need to maintain and improve the
specialization of deaf education. Improvement of language skills and academic achivement of children with
hearing impairments is an issue of great concern these days. Knowledge obtained from previous studies also
suggests the need to give further consideration to teaching methods and assessment methods that can keep up
with the diversity of infants, children and students, and diversity of communication means. In this context,
we focused on classroom instruction in school for the deaf to deliberate on the assessment of infants, children
and students, the teaching methods, the development and evaluation of classwork, etc. We will identify basic
issues for organic integration of these topics with the objective of upgrading their academic achievement and

language skills, and seek ways to resolve them.
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4. Study on the content, method and evaluation of instruction in education for children

with speech and language disabilities — Aiming at developing a practical guidebook
for education for children with speech and language disabilities 2008-2009

Research Representative Shigeki Kuboyama
Research Partner Tetsuo Gokami, Michiyo Kobayashi, Kanyu Matsumura, Yasumi Makino
~Outline N

With the promotion of special needs education, a number of issues to be solved have emerged in education

for children with speech and language disabilities, specialization in this area of education and skills upgrading

of teachers in charge. This study aims to reconfirm the specific expertise of education for children with speech

and language disabilities and systematize the information on the content, method and evaluation of instruction

required of the teachers in charge. We will then develop a guidebook useful for persons involved in education

for children with speech and language disabilities.

5. Study on improving teacher’s expertise in education for children with physical/

motor disabilities -Propose a model for upgrading special needs education schools
(physical disabilities) expertise 2008-2009

Research Representative Toshio Naganuma

Research Partner Ken Sasamoto, Katsuhiro Kanamori, Hirofumi Osaki, Yumiko Saito, Akio Tokunaga
~Outline ~

Continuation and development of specialties in types of disabilities are important to provide high-quality
education according to individual needs. Schools for special needs education (for children with physical/motor
disabilities) are increasingly required to appropriately respond to more profound and multiple disabilities of
enrolled infants/children/students and play a part in local education for children with physical/motor disabilities
by such means as providing support for children/students with physical/motor disabilities studying at local
elementary, junior high, and other schools. Based on such requirements, this study will clarify the content of the
specialties required for personnel in charge of education for children with physical/motor disabilities in order to
promote special needs education, particularly the educational specialty to respond to more profound, multiple,
and diversified disabilities of infants/children/students studying at schools for special needs education (for

children with physical/motor disabilities). The study will also propose a model to upgrade teachers’ specialties.
N J

6. Study on special needs education for long-time absentees due to illness who are

enrolled in primary and junior high schools 2008-2009

Research Representative Kengo Nishimaki
Research Partner Jun Uekida, Hirotsugu Ota, Kuniyoshi Takigawa
~Outline N
More than 40,000 students are currently absent from elementary/junior high schools throughout the country
for long periods of time. However, there has been little support to children with health impairments in such
schools because education for such children has traditionally been categorized as special education. In order to
promote special needs education for children with diseases in all schools and help such children smoothly return
from schools for special needs education to their previous schools. This study deals with how to strengthen
educational functions of schools for special needs education so that these schools will be able to function as
educational centers through effectively utilizing their individual educational support plans and individual
L teaching plans.
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7. Study on career education in education for children with intellectual disabilities-

Aiming to build a practical model based on a “Table of Stage and Contents of
Career Development (draft)” 2008-2009

Research Representative Nobutaka Kimura
Research Partner Masashi Inoue, Hirofumi Osaki, Michimasa Ozawa, Kazufumi Kikuchi, Megumi Wakui
~Outline
In our study for FY2006/07, the direction of career education for persons with intellectual disabilities
was examined based on the concept of career education prevailing in Japan, and a “Table of Stages and
Contents of Career Development (draft)” was prepared. The response to the draft and practical verification
of the educational content and the viewpoint in the context of advancing diversification of disabilities
must still be reviewed. From the standpoint of “work career” and “life career,” we will investigate ways to
provide career education to children, including those with relatively severe disabilities, mainly in schools
for special needs education that have primary, lower and upper secondary departments. The objectives of the
study are to review the “Table of Stages and Contents of Career Development (draft)” based on the results
of its implementation in schools for special needs education, propose a practical model to deal with the
diversification of disabilities, and develop “a guidebook for the promotion of career education in education
for children with intellectual disabilities.”

J

@®Specialized Research C

1. A practical study on the states of educational consultation to support the area-
focusing on the method of consultation and assessment I 2007-2008

Research Representative Tetsuo Gokami
Research Partner Michiyo Kobayashi, Shigeki Fujii, Shun Yokoo, Jun Uekida, Hirofumi Osaki,
Michimasa Ozawa, Hiroki Sasamori

~Outline N

This study will review issues in the educational consultations currently provided in each area and
organize/analyze the issues. By doing this, the study will (1) collect consultation support systems (models)
which utilize characteristics of each area and which cooperate with concerned organizations, (2) develop an
assessment method that includes assessment of the overall educational environment covered in consultations,

(3) collect case examples of educational consultations, and (4) produce a trial database based on organized
case examples and study of the contents.

Based on (1)-(4), the study will propose specific measures to support qualitative improvement of
educational consultation services provided by each prefecture, etc. Moreover, the study will compare clarify
issues in community support in cooperation with two types of educational consultation agencies which have
provided advanced support to communities spread over large areas, and educational consultation agencies
(special needs education centers) in communities in mountainous areas where establishing special needs

education or a local support system is needed.
N J

B Externally Funded Research

Studies funded by external funds such as grant-in-aid scientific research. This year, 2008, NISE conducts 9 projects
(new4, continuance5) such as core research, embryonic studies, and studies by young researchers
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B Collaborative Research

1. Study on development of non-invasive imaging techniques of the brain function

for children with disabilities 2007-2009

Research Representative Kengo Nishimaki

Research Partner Yoshitaka Atsumi, Tetsuya Watanabe, Munchisa Ota

Collaborative Research Institute Notional Hospital Organization Kurihama Alcoholism Center

Outline
Based on psycho-educational data which we have accumulated, learning NIRS and MRI measurement

which is non-invasive brain functional inspection technology, we conduct preliminary study to reveal the

brain function related to disabilities using functional imaging techniques. We seek effective programs for
children with disabilities based on the brain science.

2. Empirical study on establishing an archive of teaching-learning systems utilizing

ICT devices for children with health impairments 2007-2008

Research Representative Kuniyoshi Takigawa
Research Partner Kengo Nishimaki, Hirotsugu Ota
Collaborative Research Institute WESTFIELD Co., Ltd.
~Outline N
Schools for special needs education (education for children with health impairments) often have
branch schools and branch classrooms, in addition to head schools, while classes for children with health

impairments are set up at hospitals with a pediatrics ward as well as within elementary/junior high schools.
Head schools for special needs education, their branch schools and branch classrooms, and classes for special
needs education are thus scattered areas across regions, placing significant restrictions on group classes for
children/students and teachers’ transfers, etc.

Against this background, this study will empirically examine ways to establish an archive for accumulation
and utilization of educational information on school education for children/students with disease throughout
the country, using ICT (Information and Communication Technology) such as SNS (Social Networking

Service), in order to improve education for children with health impairments.
N J

3. Development of animation teaching material and internet technology which

children with articulation disabilities are able to learn by themselves 2007-2008

Research Representative Shigeki Kuboyama

Research Partner Michiyo Kobayashi

Collaborative Research Institute Riken

~Outline ~

The objectives of this study are to (1) develop and provide animated educational material for children with

speech and language disorders to learn how to improve dysarthria (This material is also helpful for personnel

in charge of education for children with speech and language disorders.) and (2) develop and provide a

method to obtain animated educational material needed to improve dysarthria through distribution over the

Internet or other means when necessary.
N J
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4. Research on the support of students with developmental disorders in higher

education -Development of an evaluation method and enlightenment of faculty
and staff- 2007-2008

Research Representative Kimihito Harada

Research Partner Tetsuya Watanabe, Jun Uekida

Collaborative Research Institute Japan Student Service Organization (JASSO)

Outline
In collaboration with Japanese Student Services Organization (JASSO), we will develop some methods on

developmental disorders in higher education. Additionally, we will organize seminars for faculty and staff on

developmental disorders.

5. Improvement of explanatory expression of kana and alphabetical letter for

students with visual impairments 2007-2008

Research Representative Tetsuya Watanabe
Collaborative Research Institute Miyagi University of Education
~Outline ~
"Phonetic Alphabet" helps students with visual impairments to distinguish kana or alphabetical letters more
easily via speech by using words which start with these letters. A example is "g as in golf." Words used in

phonetic alphabet must be familiar to students with visual impairments in order to accurately convey the kana/
alphabetical letters to them. This study will clarify familiar words for these students through word familiarity
surveys with these students as evaluators. The study will be incorporated into screen reader software for persons

with visual impairments and help teachers in actual educational activities.
N J

6. Development of New Type Human Interface System Using Partner Type
Personal Robots for Enhancing Education of Students with Disabilities II

-Teaching materials utilizing personal robots and the Internet- 2007-2008

Research Representative Tetsuya Munekata
Collaborative Research Institute NEC
~Outline N
This is a joint study conducted with NEC Corporation, a developer of robots, to create a pioneering
ICT learning environment by utilizing personal robots and networks, based on the results of a joint study

conducted in FY2004-2006. As a result of the previous joint voluntary speech and syntactic characteristics
improved, the number of letters entered into a computer continuously increased, and difficulties related to
learning and behaviors improved during Japanese language classes at a school for intellectual disabilities.
During the period of this study, the scope of support will be expanded to schools for children with health
impairments, and teaching materials which are actually usable in classes will be produced in response to
needs.

J
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7. Development of assistive technology device using electro-steganography

technology for enhancing compensation of audio information —Aiming to achieve
practical usefulness of “personal acoustic caption decoder” 2007-2008

Research Representative Tetsuya Munekata

Collaborative Research Institute Research Institute of Electrical Communication, Tohoku University
~Outline N

A “personal acoustic caption decoder” was developed during FY2004-2006 as a result of a joint study with the
Tohoku University Research Institute of Electrical Communication.

In an indoor evaluation test, the decoder recognized digital watermarks from data with a low level of pascals
(pa) with a minimum of approximately 40 dB, which is comparable to noise in a library, at a distance as far as 77
m from the sound source.

During the period of this study, message to be refrred will constantly be added to the website. In addition, the
decoder will be refined by formative assessment through actual daily use, and will be prepared for more practical
application.

J

8. A practical study on building social support system for children with disabilities

and its evaluation 2008-2009

Research Representative Michimasa Ozawa
Research Partner Kengo Nishimaki, Shigeki Kuboyama, Yumiko Saito
Collaborative Research Institute Yokosuka City, Kanagawa University of Human Services
Outline
This study is conducted in cooperation with Yokosuka City. The study members will be involved in the city’s
training projects planned and implemented for parents, teachers, and other people and in modifications of the
design of support systems being developed independently by the city.
The study will organize case studies from Yokosuka City as well as practical examples of community
development in other areas for the purpose of making proposals on how to develop a community, and
will also organize the theoretical aspects of development of a community-based support system, based on

collected information.
_ J
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BSurvey and Investigation Projects

1. Survey and Investigation Project on special needs education at

overseas Japanese schools and continuation schools 2007-2008

Research Representative Tetsuo Gokami
Research Partner Shigeki Fujii, Michiyo Kobayashi, Shun Yokoo, Jun Uekida
~Outline N
This study aims to examine educational consultation support, the system for educational support, and
actual support conditions for overseas Japanese children with disabilities. The institute has been receiving
an increased number of educational consultations related to overseas life and the school life of children with

disabilities and consultations concerning transfer into schools upon returning to Japan as well as questions
from teachers regarding teaching methods, which reflect an expanded understanding of special needs
education. The institute conducted field and questionnaire surveys in FY2005 and 2006, funded from the
grant-in-aid scientific research budget. As a result, it was found that classes for special needs education at
overseas Japanese schools and teaching at Resources Rooms vary greatly every fiscal year.

Against this background, this study will provide the information, skills, educational support methods, etc.,
needed by overseas Japanese children with disabilities, their parents, and staff at educational institutions for
such children. At the same time, the study will conduct a survey on continuous support for children with
disabilities, support systems, and the actual condition of networks among educational institutions. Through
pursuing this survey, this study aims to improve the quality of teachers and other personnel at educational
institutions, establish within the institute an educational consultation support system for overseas Japanese
based on the survey results, establish networks with major domestic and overseas institutions, and offer input

to discussions on support methods for enterprises which send their personnel to foreign countries.
N J
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Susumu Oouchi

Position

Research Director
(General Planning and Coordination)

Specialized Field

Visual Impairments

Research Staff

Key Words

Educational Guidance for Blind Children, Studies of Braille and
Haptic Perception , Education in Italy

| NISE

Megue Nakazawa

Research Director (International Affairs)

Multiple Disabilities

Deafblind Education, Development of Communication, Networking
Families and Professionals

Hiroto Fujimoto

Senior Chief Researcher
(Research Planning Coordinator, Policy Coordinator,
Administration and Finance)

Policy of Education for Children
with disabilities

Course Instruction, Activities to Promote Independence, Speech and
Multiple Disabilities, School for deaf

Yoshihiro Tanaka

Senior Chief Researcher
(International Exchange, International Comparison)

Visual Impairments

Guidance and Counseling, Activities to Promote Independence,
Braille Teaching

Tetsuya Munekata

Senior Chief Researcher (Evaluation)

Educational Technology

Assistive Technology, Educational Materials, Formative Evaluation

Takeshi Kaneko Chief Researcher Visual Impairments Activities to Promote Independence , Tactile Graphics, Support for Infants
Shigeki Kuboyama | Chief Researcher Communication Disabilities | Child Care Support, Infants and toddlers, Social Support System
Akiko Yanagisawa | Rescarcher Autism Support for Siblings Living Persons with Disabilities, Individual Family Support

Program(IFSP), Education aiming at promoting an understanding to disabilities

poddng jeuoijeonp3 jo juawpedag

Kouki Chida

Research Director (Special Needs Education)
Department Head

Visual Impairments

Functional Vision Assessment of Children with Disabilities, Guidance
and Counseling, Support for Persons with Visual Impairments

Ken Sasamoto

Research Director (Survey)

Profound and Multiple Disabilities

Activities to Promote Independence, Body Action as Expression,
Education in Germany, Italy

Kengo Nishimaki

Research Director (Seminar Coordinator, Medical
and Welfare Coordinate, and Lifelong Learning)

Health Impairments

Social Support, Public Health, Pediatrics

Kanyu Matsumura

Senior Chief Researcher (Survey)

Speech and Health handicaps

Resource Room, Communication Disabilities

Toshio Naganuma

Senior Chief Researcher (Survey)

Physical/Motor Disabilities

Profound and Multiple Disabilities, Study of Teaching-Learning Press,
Team Teaching

Nobutaka Kimura

Senior Chief Researcher
(Special Needs Education Schools)

Intellectual Disabilities

Autism, Curriculum, Career Education, Team Management

Masashi Inoue

Senior Chief Researcher
(Special Needs Education Schools)

Autism

Intellectual Disabilities, Course Instruction, Improvement of Instruction
in Classes

Yumiko Hirose

Senior Chief Researcher
(Regular Schools)

Emotional Disabilities

Autism, Activities to Promote Independence, Teacher Support

Mayumi Sawada

Senior Chief Researcher
(Seminar Coordinator, Medical and Welfare Coordinate)

Visual Impairments

Activities to Promote Independence, Course Instruction, Braille Teaching

Kimihito Harada

Senior Chief Researcher (Lifelong Learning)

Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Early Education, Artificial Cochlea

Kazufumi Kikuchi | Chief Researcher Intellectual Disabilities Intellectual Disabilities, Autism, Creating the Class
Akio Tokunaga Chief Researcher Physical/Motor Disabilities oAt? lt_,i:;tci;z;‘zfgjo[r;ziilﬁgzZl;?je;i?ltﬁﬁéngg?ﬁonal Classification
Michimasa Ozawa | Chief Researcher Educational Counseling Intellectual Disabilities, Autism
Yasumi Makino Chief Researcher Speech and Hearing Handicaps ggz‘ﬁﬁg:z:zgz ;‘:iﬁi%;age LERGIANET, LU ST eI,
Megumi Wakui Researcher Developmental Disabilities Cooperating Learning, Social Skills Training,
Munehisa Tamaki | Researcher Autism LD*ADHD
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Affili-
ation

Hitoshi Nakamura

Position

Research Director (In-service Teacher Traininge
Information Resources and Assistive Technology)
Department Head

Specialized Field

Educational Technology

Research Staff

Key Words

Information Technology and Education, Computing Education,
Assistive Technology

| NISE

Yoshiaki Oda

Senior Chief Researcher (Planning Curriculum
Development of Teacher Training Course)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Communication and Language Intervention, Deaf Studies, Sign
Language Studies

Kuniyoshi Takigawa

Senior Chief Researcher
(Survey on Teacher Training Support and e-learning)

Dept of Information Center of Education for the person with
Developmental Disabilitics

Education for Health Impairments

Curriculum, School Support

Katsuhiro Kanamori

Senior Chief Researcher
(Information Resources, Assistive Technology)

Educational Support Technology

Assistive Technology, Physical/Motor Disabilities, Education of
Information Technology
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Hirofumi Osaki Chief Researcher Profound and Multiple Disabilities | Home/Hospital-Bound Education, Medical Care, Education in China

Tetsuya Watanabe | Chief Researcher Information Technology s;gf;?;s?;ﬁ:;ﬁr};gj}gczisual LR, Aot o iy
Yumiko Saito Researcher Profound and Multiple Disabilities | Childhood Educational Support, Self-determination

Masahiro Watanabe | Rescarcher e Ml Information Technology for Education, Educational Materials,

Assistive Technology Library

Tetsuo Gokami

Research Director (Counseling and Consultation)
Department Head

Speech and Language Disabilities

Profound and Multiple Disabilities, Educational Counseling (Social Support),
Family Support

Michiyo Kobayashi

Senior Chief Researcher (Coordination and Dissemination)

Communication Disabilities

Social Support System, Family Support,

Senior Chief Researcher (Overseas Japanese Schools Support

Spas) [e193dg yym suosiad
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Developmental Disabilities

Shigeki Fujii et of Infomtion Cener of Eduenion tr the persan witn | Developmental Disabilities | Social Support, School Support
Developmental Disabilities
Shun Yokoo Chief Researcher Tt e Blervd Guidance and Counseling, Language Development, Outreach Program
of Deaf School
Jun Uekida Rescarcher Emotional Disabilities Guidance and Counseling, Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy,

Attachment Disorders, Relationship Disorders

Yoshitaka Atsumi

Research Director (Information of Developmental Disabilities)
Center Head

Developmental Disabilities

Emotional Disabilities, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Neuroscience

Hiroki Sasamori

Senior Chief Researcher
(Information of Developmental Disabilities)

LD+ADHD-High-Functioning
Autism

Resource Rooms, Support for Schools and Teachers

Mari Umeda

Senior Chief Researcher (Information Network)

Developmental Disabilities

Tsukyu, LD*ADHD<High-Functioning Autism, School Support

Masayuki Oshiro

Senior Chief Researcher

Developmental Disabilities

Special Classes, LD*ADHD-High-Functioning Autism, School Support
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Hirotsugu Ota Chief Researcher Educational Technology Information and Communication Literacy, Assistive Technology, Collaboration with Society
Akiko Kaizu Researcher LD (Learning Disabilities) Assessment, Learning Method, Individualized Education
Yumi Ito Researcher Psychologic Therapy Support for Attachment Disorders, Developmental Disabilities
Bl Special-Appointment Researcher
Name Affiliation Title
Hiroaki Sato Hirosaki University, Faculty of Education, Center for Educational Research and Practice | Professor
Tadaaki Kato Department of Health Policy, National Research Institute for Child Health and Development | Department Head

Koji Nishikawa

Special Needs Education School for Children with Autism, University of Tsukuba

Principal, Professor

Chiaki Terasaki

Japan Educational Research Insitute

Department Head
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