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Research

| NISE

BResearch System

The institute conducts highly important research in areas such as issues concerning national policy and urgent issues related
to the classroom, in order to be a national center contributing to the realization of education responding to the individual
educational needs of each child with disability. To better promote such research activities strategically and systematically,
along with the adoption of the Research Unit System from FY 2008, the institute prepared its “Basic Research Plan” in August
2008, to promote research in a planned and systematic manner with sights set on the medium- and long-term perspective.

The institute has 13 research units in five research fields to accommodate cross-sectional themes that traverse various types of
disabilities and that specialize in a specific type of disability. The research groups can be broadly divided into the Special Needs
Education Group, which handles comprehensive, cross-sectional themes, and the research groups covering areas of study that are
based on disability type, etc. The latter groups are the Multiple Disabilities Group; Sensory Impairments, Speech and Language

2009 The Composition of Research Units

The research units function as the branch of institute that conducts research, drafting the research plan for every
fiscal year based on the “Basic Research Plan” and undertaking duties such as preparing the organizational system for
conducting research and managing the progress of research projects and evaluating them. The Research Unit System
operates by having the respective research units form individual research teams for each theme to be studied that the unit

is responsible for.

Impairments Group; Motor Difficulties, Health Impairments Group and Intellectual Disabilities, Developmental Disabilities Group.

The research units advance research by establishing individual research themes and forming a team to handle each theme
specifically. In addition, joint research systems and set-terms are set up as needed with the participation of the relevant research
units, to deal with special themes, cross-sectional interdisciplinary themes and common themes,.

Research Group

Reseach Unit

OUnit leader, OSub

Constituent member

2009 Research titles

Research Director Senior Chief Researcher Chief Researcher Researcher
ATSUMI Yoshikata | TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi | TANAKA Yoshihiro | KANEKO Takeshi TAMAKI Munehisa SAITO Yumiko - Practical study on the use of ICF-CY in special needs education (Specialized Research A)
_ OFUJIMOTO Hiroto OOUCHI Susumu HIROSE Yumiko FUJII Shigeki YOKOO Shun TOKUNAGA Akio | WATANABE Masahiro | + Study on brain science applicable to education for children with disabilities (Specialized Research A)
PerSL?e_EE"t'VG OOOUCH! Susumu SASAMOTO Ken | FUJIMOTO Hiroto | MATSUMURA Kanyu |  OTA Hirotsugu INOKO Hidetarou - Basic Research on the Future Education of Children with Disabilities -For the Practice of Inclusive Education
ni h i f i e =1
OTOKUNAGA Akio NAKAZAWA Megue | KOMATSU Sachie | HARADA Kimihito | OSHIRO Masayuki KIKUCHI Kazufumi in Conformity with Japanese Society- (Specialized Research A)
NISHIMAKI Kengo
ATSUMI Yoshikata INOUE Masashi UMEDA Mari OSAKI Hirofumi OSHIRO Masayuki ITO Yumi - Study on curricula in schools for special needs education -Teaching children with multiple disabilities and an
OOUCHI Susumu ODA Yoshiaki KANAMORI Katsuhiro | OZAWA Michimasa KAIZU Akiko UEKIDA Jun integrated course of study covering primary through upper secondary departments- (Key Research)
e DT — GOKAMI Tetsuo | KOBAYASHI Michiyo | SASAMORI Hiroki | KIKUCHI Kazufumi KUBOYAMA Shigeki | YANAGISAWA Akiko | * Study on an integrated support system for children with disabilities -Highlighting support for developmental
i Promoting | Se )11 shigeki CHIDA Kouki SAWADA Mayumi | TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi | MAKINO Yasumi INOKO Hidetarou | WAKUI Megumi | o 0rers In the upper secondary education- (Key Research)
Special Needs Unit OSAWADAgM mi i i g - Substantive study on effective school evaluation based on specific characteristics of schools for special
Education Group v NAKAMURA Hitoshi | NAGANUMA Toshio | HARADA Kimihito | TAMAKI Munehisa SAITO Yumiko needs education (Specialized Research A)
FUJII Shigeki MUNEKATA Tetsuya
KOMATSU Sachie | FUJIMOTO Hiroto
CHIDA Kouki KOBAYASHI Michiyo | HARADA Kimihito OTA Hirotsugu KUBOYAMA Shigeki UEKIDA Jun - Study on the improvement of the career guidance and the vocational education (Specialized Research A)
Téins'ggc” OHARADA Kimihito GOKAMI Tetsuo SASAMORI Hiroki | TANAKA Yoshihiro | TOKUNAGA Akio OSHIRO Masayuki | YANAGISAWA Akiko
S,’fit (OKOBAYASHI Michiyo FUJII Shigeki UMEDA Mari TAMAKI Munehisa OSAKI Hirofumi
OZAWA Michimasa
ICT and Assistive | OMUNEKATA Tetsuya NAKAMURA Hitoshi | MUNEKATA Tetsuya | KANAMORI Katsuhiro OTA Hirotsugu WATANABE Masahiro | - Implementation and evaluation study on the use of assistive technology (AT) in the classroom for responding
Technalogy Unit | ONAKAMURA Hitoshi to diverse needs of children with disabilities (Specialized Research A)
SASAMOTO Ken INOUE Masashi ODA Yoshiaki OSAKI Hirofumi SAITO Yumiko - Study on Education to Best Meet the Individual Needs of Children with Multiple Disabilities in Schools for
iroki i Special Needs Education (Specialized Research B
S Multiple | OSASAMOTO Ken NAKAZAWA Megue | SASAMORI Hiroki | NAGANUMA Toshio p (Sp )
e Disabilities | ONAKAZAWA Megue NISHIMAKI Kengo | TANAKA Yoshihiro | HARADA Kimihito
Disabilities Group Unit OGOKAMI Tet
i Ersis GOKAMI Tetsuo HIROSE Yumiko | FUJIMOTO Hiroto
OQUCHI Susumu | MATSUMURA Kanyu | MUNEKATA Tetsuya
Visual CHIDA Kouki SAWADA Mayumi | TANAKA Yoshihiro KANEKO Takeshi - Study on qualitative improvement of course instruction for children with visual impairments enrolled in
ImpaLiJrrnents ggﬁll\léféoni?hmlro 0OUCHI Susumu schools for special needs education and regular schools (Specialized Research B)
_Sen_s_o_ry nit NAKAZAWA Megue
gg:gg;f'aer% DE?fHaﬂd Hard | 50DA Yoshiaki NAKAZAWA Megue ODA Yoshiaki HARADA Kimihito YOKOO Shun KUBOYAMA Shigeki - Study on teaching and evaluation in school for the deaf -Aiming at improvement of teaching methods including
Language Group © Ue;;{mg OHARADA Kimihito FUJIMOTO Hiroto | MATSUMURA Kanyu | MAKINO Yasumi the use of sign language and upgrading of language skills and literary ability- (Specialized Research B)
Speech and OMATSUMURA Kanyu GOKAMI Tetsuo KOBAYASHI Michiyo ODA Yoshiaki KUBOYAMA Shigeki MAKINO Yasumi - Study on the content, method and evaluation of instruction in education for children with speech and languagu
Language = = disabilities-Aiming at developing a practical guidebook for education for children with speech and language disabilities-
Disorders Unit | O©GOKAMI Tetsuo MATSUMURA Kanyu FUJII Shigeki (Specialized Research B)
Motor Difficulties - | Phvsical/Motor | ONAGANUMA Toshio SASAMOTO Ken | KANAMORI Katsuhiro | NAGANUMA Toshio |  TOKUNAGA Akio OSAKI Hirofumi SAITO Yumiko - Study on improving teacher's expertise in education for children with physical/motor disabilities-Propose a model
Health Disabilities Unit | OSASAMOTO Ken for upgrading schools for special needs education (physical disabilities)expertise- (Specialized Research B)
Impairments | Health ONISHIMAKI Kengo NISHIMAKI Kengo | TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi OTA Hirotsugu TOKUNAGA Akio UEKIDA Jun - Study on special needs education for long-time absentees due to illness who are enrolled in primary and
Group mpal_',rrwtems OTAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi lower secondary schools (Specialized Research B)
INOUE Masashi MATSUMURA Kanyu | INOKO Hidetarou OSAKI Hirofumi WAKUI Megumi - Study on career education in education for children with intellectual disabilities-Aiming to build a practical
Intellectual | OINOUE Masashi o : model based on a “table of Stage and Contents of Career Development(draft)” (Specialized Research B)
Disabilities Unit | OINOKO Hidetarou MUNEKATA Tetsuya QA Mlchlmas§ IO, e - Research Concerning the Current Increase in Students Enrolled in Schools for Special Needs Education Educating Children
OSHIRO Masayuki with Intellectual Disabilities and the Corresponding Educational Response to This Situation (Specialized Research B)
Intell | ATSUMI Yoshikata INOUE Masashi HIROSE Yumiko OZAWA Michimasa OSHIRO Masayuki | YANAGISAWA Akiko | - Practical study on the content of instruction and teaching methods for autistic children -Focusing on special
ntellectua : .+ | OHIROSE Yumiko : support classes in primary and lower secondary schools- (Key Research)
disabilities - Autism Unit OOZAWA Michimasa OOUCHI Susumu KIKUCHI Kazufumi
Developmental
Disabilities Grou - - — - - -
2 Devel | ATSUMI Yoshikata UMEDA Mari KOBAYASHI Michiyo | OSHIRO Masayuki KAIZU Akiko ITO Yumi - Study on curricular education and other support for children with developmental disabilities in primary and
e giﬁssémo\gs“hﬁ% SASAMOTO Ken | KOMATSU Sachie | SASAMORI Hiroki | KUBOYAMA Shigeki TAMAKI Munehisa | YANAGISAWA Akiko | lower secondary schools (Key Research)
g?sordn;?sm?t OHIROSE Yumiko HIROSE Yumiko FUJII Shigeki OSAKI Hirofumi OTA Hirotsugu WAKUI Megumi
UEKIDA Jun

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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Research
Group

Core
Research

Externally
Funded
Research

Entrusted
Research

Collaborative

Research

Survey and
Investigation

Projects

Research
Categories

Key Research

Specialized
Research A

Specialized
Research B

Specialized
Research C

Specialized
Research D

Grant-in-Aid
for Scientific
Researches

Entrusted
Research

Collaborative

Research

Survey and
Investigation
Projects

Research

Characteristics of Researches

Specialized studies which were selected from the viewpoint of their
importance and urgency and which should be promoted intensively.

Studies which are not based on types of disabilities and include cross-sectional
studies designed to promote special needs education and studies on themes common
to different types of disabilities. These studies are conducted primarily by the special
needs education research team and the multiple disabilities research team.

Specialized studies by type of disabilities, conducted primarily by the
multiple disabilities research team, sensory disabilities and speech/language
disabilities research team, motor difficulties and health impairments
research team, and intellectual and development disabilities research team.

Studies which are needed for educational duties and require institute-wide
efforts. These studies are conducted primarily by personnel from concerned
departments in cooperation with personnel of other departments.
Leading-edge, experimental, and embryonic studies not included in the
above.

Studies funded by external funds such as grant-in-aid scientific research.

Studies entrusted by an external organization.

Research untied NISE’s practical, general research and University or other
medical or welfare institutes’ basic and academic research.

Department of Policy and Planning, Educational Support, Teacher Training and Information,
Counseling and Consultation for Persons with Special Needs and Information Center of
Education for the persons with Developmental Disabilities conduct various surveys and
studies needed to perform duties in addition to the special studies mentioned above.
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Research

B Core Research
®Key Research

1. Study on curricula in schools for special needs education -Teaching children
with multiple disabilities and an integrated course of study covering primary
through upper secondary departments- 2008-2009

Principal Investigator CHIDA Kouki
Co-Investigator(s) HARADA Kimihito, NAGANUMA Toshio, INOUE Masashi, TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi,
KIKUCHI Kazufumi, OSAKI Hirofumi, INOKO Hidetarou

~Outline ~
As a result of the revision of the School Education Act, it is possible for children with different disabilities

and needs to be taught in the same school for special needs education. Consequently, prefectural governments
and schools are experimenting with various approaches in response to this development. In order to develop
educational content to more minutely meet children’s individual needs, each school must make better use
of their resources based on a long-term vision and develop individual teaching plans and support programs.
From this perspective, this study aims to further develop the “Practical Study for Promoting the Formation
and Implementation of Curricula in Special Needs Education” carried out up to FY2006, focusing on drawing

up curricula applicable for school for special needs education handling multiple types of disabilities and a

consistent curriculum for pre-school & primary through upper secondary departments.
N J

2. Study on an integrated support system for children with disabilities -Highlighting

support for developmental disorders in the upper secondary education- 2008-2009

ARAERE HoE =i
FRRMAR218E MU ER, MRS, SHES, Wik & RSk, MR, BRI,
AR, ERES, KWBuz, WA, gl HEHER

~HREE N
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Principal Investigator ATSUMI Yoshikata
Co-Investigator(s) MUNEKATA Tetsuya, YANAGISAWA Akiko, SAWADA Mayumi, WAKUI Megumi,
GOKAMI Tetsuo, KOBAYASHI Michiyo, FUJII Sigeki, UEKIDA Jun, SASAMORI Hiroki,
OSHIRO Masayuki, KAIZU Akiko, ITO Yumi, UMEDA Mari
~Outline ~
The provision of support for children with disabilities must be started as early as possible and continue

through to their integration into society. It must have consistency and continuity matching each child’
s characteristics. To make this possible, we will study the required systems to be built by the national and
local governments, mainly for developmental disorders. For early-stage support, a basic system design
was proposed in the project study for FY2006-2007. The current study will review this proposed design
and ascertain the current state mainly of the upper secondary education for students with developmental
disorders. Thereafter, the problems to be solved will be prioritized and consideration will be given to ensuring
a consistent support system in the future, mainly in the field of educational support, based on the relationship

with employment and welfare.

National Institute of Special Needs Education
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Research

3. Practical study on the content of instruction and teaching methods for autistic

children -Focusing on special support classes in primary and lower secondary
schools- 2008-2009

Principal Investigator HIROSE Yumiko
Co-Investigator(s) OZAWA Michimasa, ATSUMI Yoshikata, INOUE Masashi, KIKUCHI Kazufumi,
OSHIRO Masayuki, YANAGISAWA Akiko
~Outline ~

Venues for instruction are provided for children with conditions that fall within the autistic spectrum,
according to the condition of their disorder. However, the set-up of the educational environment in each
school, grade and classroom is different. Therefore, there is a need to analyze the common features and
peculiarities of the instructional content, methodology and environment of the respective venues and also
examine them comprehensively as well.

In its first year, this research project examined whether the information obtained from recent research
projects studying schools for special needs education could be applied to classes for special needs education. A
questionnaire survey was also conducted concerning the actual state of education for autistic children in classes for
special needs education for intellectual disabilities.

This fiscal year, which is the second year of the research project, we will examine the survey findings. We will
also look at curriculum formation for classes that include autistic children, for use in classes for special needs
education for intellectual disabilities and classes for special needs education for autistic children and emotionally
disturbed children in institutions and schools cooperating with this research project. Furthermore, we will study
what is the best way to educate autistic children in classes for special needs education. Upon doing this, we will
then offer proposals on the formation of the ideal curricula for classes with autistic children, as well as on the basic

instructional content, methodology, etc., to best educate autistic children in elementary and lower secondary schools.

4. Study on curricular education and other support for children with developmental

disabilities in primary and lower secondary schools 2008-2009

Principal Investigator SASAMORI Hiroki

Co-Investigator(s) ATSUMI Yoshikata, ITO Yumi, OSHIRO Masayuki, KAIZU Akiko, KUBOYAMA Shigeki,
KOBAYASHI Michiyo, TAMAKI Munehisa, HIROSE Yumiko, FUJII Shigeki, WAKUI Megumi,
UMEDA Mari

~Outline

Children with developmental disabilities are often found to be slower in learning the curriculum, due to
their functional difficulties resulting from their cognitive idiosyncrasies and attentiveness and behavioral
problems. This lowers their self-esteem and tends to be a cause of secondary disabilities.

Based on these actual conditions, this research project will study what is the best way to support the
teaching of subjects to children with developmental disabilities in regular classes in elementary and lower
secondary schools. The objective is to provide suggestions on innovative forms of support and consideration
that can be given while teaching regular classes to as many teachers as possible, and not focus on special
practices for teachers specially assigned to teach these children.

It is important that we look at support in regular classes by also considering what a class as group should
be. From the perspectives of class management and educational improvement, this project intends to
accurately ascertain the character of each child’s disability and examine the areas of educational content,
methodology, etc., according. Furthermore, through practical application by cooperating schools, we plan to
prepare a support plan proposal that will be an effective support model.

In advancing this research project, several areas have been deemed sub-themes: creative ideas for teaching
materials and educational equipment, support efforts in kindergartens and nursery schools, cooperation with
the instruction provided in resource room and accommodation during tests. We will organize this information
so that it can be used as a helpful reference.
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1. Practical study on the use of ICF-CY in special needs education 2008-2009

Principal Investigator TOKUNAGA AKkio
Co-Investigator(s) MATSUMURA Kanyu (Deputy principal investigator), WATANABE Masahiro

~Outline ~

Concrete study of National Curriculum Guidelines for schools for special needs education and commentaries,

instructional manuals, etc., will begin in earnest as a result of a report by the Central Council for Education noting
the importance of the ICF perspective (ICF: International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health). The
study in advance of this will examine theories on the methodologies for more practical utilization of ICF-CY and the
best ways to educate and train people to have the understanding to support these methodologies. Based on the issues
uncovered by the advance study, this research project will prepare and provide the materials needed to conduct a review
of the instructional manuals, etc., for National Curriculum Guidelines for schools for special needs education. The
project will also shed light upon the practical methodologies for the use of ICF-CY and develop the tools they require. )

2. Study on brain science applicable to education for children with disabilities 2007-2009

Principal Investigator NISHIMAKI Kengo
Co-Investigator(s) ATSUMI Yoshikata, SASAMOTO Ken, KANEKO Takeshi, TAMAKI Munehisa
~Outline N
Many types of teaching materials and educational tools have been developed that are said to be based on brain
science. Furthermore, schools and teachers have a heightened interest in brain science. However, it appears that
the information in circulation is not always accurate. Therefore, as a mission of this institute, it will be necessary
to disseminate accurate information on brain science as it relates to special needs education and conduct research
on the possibility of applying brain science to the education of children with disabilities. It is for this reason that
(1) we will gather information on brain science concerning special needs education and appropriately provide it
to people involved in special needs education through seminars, etc. (2) Based on the exchange of information
with universities and other institutions focusing on education and the fruits of joint research centering on the
use of Near Infrared Spectrometry (NIRS), we will undertake the role of functioning as national center. (3)
Within the institute, we will conduct brain science research that can be used to educate children with disabilities,
focusing on themes that will readily produce results in the field of research on sensory disabilities, etc., and shed
light on the possibilities for the application of brain science. (4) Through these research efforts, we will propose
| measures on how best to have brain science research be useful in educating children with disabilities.

3. Basic Research on the Future Education of Children with Disabilities -For the

Practice of Inclusive Education in Conformity with Japanese Society- 2009-2010

Principal Investigator FUJIMOTO Hiroto
Co-Investigator(s) HIROSE Yumiko (Deputy principal investigator), NAKAZAWA Megue, TANAKA Yoshihiro,

outl TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi, SAITO Yumiko, FUJII Shigeki, YOKOO Shun, OTA Hirotsugu
utline
This research places primary importance on shedding light upon practical strategies for inclusive education

that is in conformity with Japanese society. Japan has prepared a system for compulsory education that
has targeted all school-aged children. Furthermore, the country implements the contents and goals of this
education based on National Curriculum Guidelines. Therefore, it is our general conclusion that the issue
concerning “institutionally not being given the opportunity to enjoy compulsory education” does not apply in
Japan as regards themes for research on inclusive education for children with disabilities. Consequently, we
will be conducting research in areas that look towards the practice of inclusive education hereafter.

In FY 2009, we will be advancing research in the following areas.
1. The study of the ideal forms of education for children with disabilities within regular school education;
2. The study of the instructional content aspect of curricula, assessments, etc., for children with disabilities attending regular schools;
3. The verification of conformity of educational efforts for the understanding of inclusive education with the

educational system as a whole (advanced foreign and domestic case studies).

Basic research that takes into consideration all types of disabilities will be carried out as regards the above. )
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4. Substantive study on effective school evaluation based on specific characteristics

of schools for special needs education 2009-2010

Principal Investigator OOUCHI Susumu
Co-Investigator(s) NAKAMURA Hitoshi, ODA Yoshiaki, KANAMORI Katsuhiro, KOMATSU Yukie,
MAKINO Yasumi, OZAWA Michimasa

Outline
In FY 2008, a nationwide survey was conducted as the startup research to discover how to best assess
schools for special needs education, based on their characteristics. This survey ascertained the actual state of
implementation of school assessment and the contents of assessment implementation in schools for special
needs education and was able to obtain basic information. The “Guidelines for School Evaluation (Revised),”
prepared by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), notes that, in view
of their special characteristics, it is necessary to devise an appropriate way to assess schools for special needs
education, giving consideration to how they ideally should be. Taking these points into account and relying
on the findings of the FY 2008 survey, this research project will advance the study of the following areas.
1. It will study matters such as how to advance school assessment in schools for special needs education, the
specific items of assessment and how to establish assessment indices;
2. With the cooperation of schools for special needs education carrying out advanced efforts, case studies of
school assessment that contributes to improving and developing the operation of schools for special needs

S education will be studied. )

5. Study on the improvement of the career guidance and the vocational education 2008-2009

Principal Investigator HARADA Kimihito

Co-Investigator(s) KOBAYASHI Michiyo, CHIDA Kouki, OTA Hirotsugu, YANAGISAWA Akiko, UEKIDA Jun

Outline
( In order to enrich the early career guidance and the vocational education for children with disabilities, it is
necessary to conduct the versatile survey on the education, welfare, and labor.

In this study, the relevant information will be collected to ascertain the present circumstances and identify
problems with the career guidance and the vocational education for disabled people in workforce and schools
for special needs education.

In particular, it is urgent to facilitate the vocational education for children with disabilities in the upper stage of
education. Taking this into account, we will first conduct the questionnaire survey and field the investigations at each
schools for special needs education.

We will then prepare the support tools for the career guidance and the vocational education.

6. Implementation and evaluation study on the use of assistive technology (AT) in the

classroom for responding to diverse needs of children with disabilities 2009-2010

Principal Investigator MUNEKATA Tetsuya
Co-Investigator(s) NAKAMURA Hitoshi, KANAMORI Katsuhiro,OTA Hirotsugu

/Outline ~

Hereafter classes will be taught using the New Courses of Study. In view of this and the fact that disabilities
of children entering schools have become severe, multiple, and diversified, this study will clearly define
the methodologies to be used, including the procedures for selecting them, as regards assistive technologies
(including assistive devices, teaching materials and tools, and techniques to use them) that respond to this
development. The approach taken will be to first closely examine reports on the use of assistive technologies
in schools for special needs education. The various technologies used will be systematically classified into the
categories “effectiveness in increasing or improving the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities”
and “effectiveness in achieving educational goals.” Along with this, school case studies will be carried out and
the study will propose assistive technology implementation procedures to be written in “Kobetsu no shido-

L keikaku’ and “Kobetsu no kyouiku shien keikaku” of a child.
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1. Study on Education to Best Meet the Individual Needs of Children with Multiple
Disabilities in Schools for Special Needs Education 2009-2010
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Principal Investigator SASAMOTO Ken

Co-Investigator(s) MATSUMURA Kanyu, OSAKI Hirofumi, SAITO Yumiko

Outline

This study will examine the needs of children with multiple disabilities and the creative ideas and accompanying
issues concerning the educational curricula and methodology used in collaborative endeavors utilizing the expertise
of various special needs education fields. In addition, this study will shed light on the innovative educational practices

(curricula and methodology) adapted to the individual needs of students in schools for special needs education.

Specifically, this study will advance research concerning the following points.

1. Each special needs education research unit will examine the creative ideas and accompanying issues
concerning educational curricula and methodology from the standpoint of collaborative endeavors utilizing
the expertise of various special needs education fields to accommodate children with multiple disabilities.

2. Schools for special needs education will be surveyed to ascertain the educational innovations and issues
concerning children with multiple disabilities that utilize specialized knowledge through collaboration
among the various areas of special needs education.

3. The findings of the survey noted above will be analyzed from multiple perspectives, and advanced
practical examples will also be introduced.

4. The findings of ‘1’ to ‘3’ above will contribute to the development of more appropriate instructional practices
by shedding light on the evaluation methodology, instructional curricula and methodology, etc., adapted to
the individual needs of children with multiple disabilities enrolled in schools for special needs education.

2. Study on qualitative improvement of course instruction for children with visual impairments

enrolled in schools for special needs education and regular schools 2008-2009

Principal Investigator TANAKA Yoshihiro
Co-Investigator(s) CHIDA Kouki, OOUCHI Susumu, SAWADA Mayumi, KANEKO Takeshi
Outline
This study will examine the specific measures used to upgrade the teaching of subjects to students with visual
impairments enrolled in schools for special needs education (for the visually impaired) and regular elementary and
lower secondary schools. Taking into account the new national curriculum guideline, the study will also examine
areas in the teaching of subjects that require consideration to accommodate visual impairments. Based on the findings,
we will then develop a guidebook useful for teachers involved in education for children with visual impairments.

. Study on teaching and evaluation in school for the deaf -Aiming at improvement of teaching

methods including the use of sign language and upgrading of language skills and literary ability-
2008-2009

Principal Investigator ODA Yoshiaki

Co-Investigator(s) HARADA Kimihito, FUIIMOTO Hiroto, YOKOO Shun
~Outline ~

With the advance of special needs education, there is a pressing need to maintain and improve the
specialization of deaf education. Improvement of the language skills and academic achievements of children
with hearing impairments is an issue of great concern these days. Knowledge obtained from previous studies
also suggests the need to give further consideration to teaching methods and assessment methods that can
keep up with the diversity of infants, children and students, and the diversity of communication means. In
this context, we will focus on classroom instruction in schools for the deaf to deliberate on the assessment
of infants, children and students, the teaching methods, the development and evaluation of classroom work,
etc. We will identify basic issues for organic integration of these topics with the objective of upgrading their
academic achievement and language skills, and seek ways to resolve them.
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4. Study on the content, method and evaluation of instruction in education for children

with speech and language disabilities-Aiming at developing a practical guidebook
for education for children with speech and language disabilities- 2008-2009

Principal Investigator KUBOYAMA Shigeki

Co-Investigator(s) GOKAMI Tetsuo, KOBAYASHI Michiyo, MAKINO Yasumi
~Outline ~

With the promotion of special needs education, a number of issues to be resolved have emerged in
education for children with speech and language disabilities, such as the ideal way to handle specialization as
students in this area of education become more diverse and the upgrading of the skills of teachers in charge.
Gathering information from ongoing studies of teaching cases and examples of outstanding instruction
practiced in classrooms, this study will thereby aim to reconfirm the specific expertise required in education
for children with speech and language disabilities and systematize the information on the content, method and
evaluation of instruction required of the teachers in charge. Based on the research findings, we will then develop

a guidebook useful for teachers involved in education for children with speech and language disabilities.
N J

5. Study on improving teacher's expertise in education for children with physical/

motor disabilities-Propose a model for upgrading schools for special needs
education (physical disabilities) expertise- 2008-2009

Principal Investigator NAGANUMA Toshio

Co-Investigator(s) SASAMOTO Ken, KANAMORI Katsuhiro, SAITO Yumiko, TOKUNAGA Akio
~Outline ~

Continuation and development of specialties by types of disabilities are important to provide high-quality
education according to individual needs. Schools for special needs education (for children with physical/motor
disabilities) are required to appropriately respond to infants/children/students enrolled with more profound and
multiple disabilities. At the same time, schools must increasingly play a part in local education for children
with physical/motor disabilities by such means as providing support for children/students with physical/motor
disabilities studying at local elementary, lower secondary, and other schools. Based on such requirements, this
study will clarify the content of the specialties required for personnel in charge of education for children with
physical/motor disabilities in order to promote special needs education, particularly the educational specialty
responding to more profound, multiple, and diversified disabilities of infants/children/students studying at
schools for special needs education (for children with physical/motor disabilities). The study will also propose a
model to upgrade teachers’ specialties.

6. Study on special needs education for long-time absentees due to illness who are

enrolled in primary and lower secondary schools 2008-2009

Principal Investigator NISHIMAKI Kengo

Co-Investigator(s) TAKIGAWA Kuniyoshi, UEKIDA Jun
~Outline N

More than 40,000 students are currently absent from elementary/lower secondary schools in Japan for long periods
of time. However, there has been little support for children with health impairments in these regular schools, because
education for such children has traditionally been categorized as special education. In order to promote special needs
education for children in hospitals with health impairments in regular schools and help children smoothly return from
schools for special needs education to their previous schools, this study deals with how to strengthen the educational
functions of schools for special needs education so that these schools will be able to function as educational centers
through effectively utilizing their individual educational support plans and individual teaching plans.

J
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Research

7. Study on career education in education for children with intellectual disabilities-Aiming to build a

practical model based on a“table of Stage and Contents of Career Development(draft)” 2008-2009
Principal Investigator KIKUCHI Kazufumi

| NISE

Co-Investigator(s) INOUE Masashi, OSAKI Hirofumi, OZAWA Michimasa, WAKUI Megumi, INOKO Hidetaro

In our study for FY 2006/07, the direction of career education for persons with intellectual disabilities was
examined based on the concept of career education prevailing in Japan, and a “Table of Stages and Contents of
Career Development (Draft)” was prepared. The response to the draft and practical verification of essential educational
content and perspectives in the context of the advancing diversification of disabilities must still be reviewed. From
the standpoints of “life career,” we will investigate ways to provide career education to children mainly in classes for
special needs education (intellectual disabilities) and schools for special needs education that have primary, lower and
upper secondary departments. The objectives of the study are to review the “Table of Stages and Contents of Career
Development (Draft)” based on the result of its implementation in schools cooperating with the research project,
propose a practical model to deal with the diversification of disabilities, and develop “a guidebook for the promotion
of career education in education for children with intellectual disabilities” (tentative name).

In FY 2008, we studied the matter of constructing a practical model for career education. The proposals made
as to the contents were: (1) improvement of the subjects taught and reevaluation of the curricula using “Viewpoint/
Perspective Identification Sheets,” (2) identification of “the student’s wishes” in individualized educational support
plans, and (3) preparation of comprehensive career education plans. In addition, the study analyzed areas such as
how cooperating institutions had each of their departments and types of instructional staft deal with the contents
of the four areas of career education, and how each school dealt with the component items in the individualized
educational support plans and “the student’s wishes.”

The above work will be advanced further in FY 2009. Furthermore, we plan to propose a practical model for
career education by promoting the development of classroom teaching that makes the most of the distinctive
qualities of the respective cooperating institutions and is based on the perspective of providing career education.

~

/Outline
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8. Research Concerning the Current Increase in Students Enrolled in Schools for Special Needs Education Educating

Children with Intellectual Disabilities and the Corresponding Educational Response to This Situation 2009

Principal Investigator INOUE Masashi
Co-Investigator(s) INOKO Hidetaro, KIKUCHI Kazufumi, WAKUI Megumi, OSAKI Hirofumi

In recent years, there has been a rapidly growing increase in the enrollments of schools for special needs education
that provide education to children with intellectual disabilities (hereafter referred to as schools for special needs
education (for intellectual disabilities)). As a result, total enrollment has increased by approximately 19,000 students
over the past ten years. Of particular note is the fact that the highest rate of increase is in the upper secondary
departments of schools for special needs education. In addition to students with mild disabilities, there has also been
an increase in the number of students who also have accompanying developmental disabilities. As a result of this
enrollment increase, improving the educational environment and facilities in schools and improving the educational
response to accommodate these students are urgent issues of concern. It is for this reason that we need to ascertain the
causes of this enrollment increase and develop and adjust measures in response to this increase to improve the situation.

The objective of this study is to compile information and expertise that will contribute to improving the measures
implemented by municipal governments and the responsive educational measures taken by respective schools in
the future. Towards this end, we will survey schools for special needs education (for intellectual disabilities) and
prefectural boards of education. Based on the findings, the actual conditions of the increased enrollment will be
examined, and the issues of concern in schools for special needs education (for intellectual disabilities) that have
accompanied the growth in the number of their students will be identified and categorized/prioritized. Concurrently,
we will study improvement measures to respond to these concerns, using as a reference the findings of the survey on
“building comprehensive medical, welfare and education services for children with developmental disabilities,” which
the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) commissioned to the Japan League on Developmental Disabilities

L (JLDD) to conduct as a FY 2008 MHLW Program for the Promotion of the Health and Welfare of Disabled People.
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Research

B Collaborative Research

1. Study on development of non-invasive imaging techniques of the brain function

for children with disabilities -Focusing on non-invasion measurement of brain
function- 2007-2009

Principal Investigator NISHIMAKI Kengo
Collaborative Organization Notional Hospital Organization Kurihama Alcoholism Center
~Outline N

The advancement of non-invasive measurement of brain functions is an essential part of our work as a
national center in "brain science and education".

In addition to preliminary research to reveal the brain functions related to disabilities, we are carrying out
a study on teaching content and methods based on the mechanisms of these types of brain dysfunction. The
study uses children's psycho-educational data that we have collected, and aims to improve knowledge of non-
invasive testing of brain functions via NIRS and MRI techniques.

In collaboration with our neighbors, the National Hospital Organization Kurihama Alcoholism Center
(hereafter "Center"), we are investigating a collaborative research theme to strengthen the ties between the
medical care and education of children requiring drug therapies, including those with behavioral disorders
who receive medical support for the measurement of brain function from the Center's child neuropsychiatrist
and clinical research specialists. This agreement enables mutual collaborative use of the Center's MRI and
our NIRS technologies. Since 2008, we have also been carrying out collaborative research using MEG in

L cooperation with Dr. NISHITANI Nobuyuki.

2. A practical study on building social support system for children with disabilities

and its evaluation 2008-2009

Principal Investigator OZAWA Michimasa
Co-Investigator(s) NISHIMAKI Kengo, KUBOYAMA Shigeki, SAITO Yumiko
Collaborative Organization Yokosuka City
~Outline N
"The Future of Special Needs Education (Final Report)" states the necessity to build a comprehensive
education support system by cooperation and collaboration with the educational, medical and welfare

organizations that support children with disabilities. It reiterates the importance of cooperation with related
organizations, reports on case studies of schools for the blind, deaf and otherwise disabled, and promotes
network-building to achieve "integration in health, welfare and disabilities".

This study is conducted in cooperation with Yokosuka City, where a support system for special needs
education has already been built and is achieving results through its networks. Case studies of community
development are collected through participation in the city's training projects aimed at guardians, teachers,
etc. at all levels, and through efforts to improve support systems being developed independently by the city.
The aim is to advise actual examples of community development in other communities and produce proposals
on regional support systems based on the data collected.

This research makes recommendations on community support, evaluation, and consulting services for
schools and administrative bodies, by participation in the administrative policy of the city, the examination

and adjustment of community development, and the improvement thereof. )
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Research

Practical study on the objective evaluation of figure tracing by totally blind

children 2009-2010

Principal Investigator OOUCHI Susumu
Collaborative Organization Tokyo Polytechnic University

It is possible for those with visual impairments to comprehend two-dimensional information effectively
using the tactile perception. In recent years the importance of education for children with visual impairments
has begun to be widely recognized, and there has been a trend towards including illustrations in tactile teaching
materials such as Braille textbooks. In order to use two-dimensional information like figures or images, it is
important not only to recognize tactile information accurately, but also to build the student's ability to accurately
represent that recognized information. However, the evaluation of the shapes of images, level of recognition and
accuracy of representation is often subjective when using the tactile perception, and is a field currently lacking in
objectivity. Another issue is that no method of direct confirmation by children has yet been established.

Collaborative research on these issues conducted in 2006-07 investigated methods of objective evaluation
of figure tracing by totally blind children, and built a basic evaluation system.

This research attempts to further increase the reliability and validity of evaluation, and develop a system
which can be used without requiring specialist knowledge or skill, in order to produce tools of practical use in
schools and similar establishments.

4.

/Outline

Development of digital content to help guardians and children address speech

and language disabilities 2009

Principal Investigator KUBOYAMA Shigeki
Co-Investigator(s) KOBAYASHI Michiyo
Collaborative Organization RIKEN

One goal in the development of special needs education is to improve education for children with speech
and language disabilities and related expertise. Articulation training is an area of education for children
with speech and language disabilities with many issues, such as the difficulties in learning solely from
textbooks. For this reason, in 2007-08 we carried out collaborative research with the Institute for Physical
and Chemical Research to develop video teaching materials aimed at teachers, for distribution on the internet.
The research aims to develop new digital content for guardians and children who attend speech and language
disabilities classes which provides relevant information to guardians worried about a child's articulation, and
recommends ways to develop articulation in everyday life (primarily through play and at mealtimes), as well
as digital content which can be used in the home to help with speech and language disabilities, and to supply
this via the internet.
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OOUCHI Susumu

Position

Research Director
(General Planning and Coordination)

Specialized Field

Visual Impairments

Research Staff

Key Words

Educational Guidance for Blind Children, Studies of Braille and
Haptic Perception , Education in Italy

| NISE

NAKAZAWA Megue

Research Director (International Affairs)

Multiple Disabilities

Deafblind Education, Development of Communication, Networking
Families and Professionals

KOMATSU Yukie

Senior Chief Researcher
(Administration and Finance)

Policy of Education for Children
with disabilities

Educational Administration, Education-related Laws

FUJIMOTO Hiroto

Senior Chief Researcher
(Research Planning Coordinator, Policy Coordinator)

Policy of Education for Children
with disabilities

Course Instruction, Activities to Promote Independence, Speech and
Speach and Hearing Impairment, School for deaf

TANAKA Yoshihiro

Senior Chief Researcher
(International Exchange, International Comparison)

Visual Impairments

Guidance and Counseling, Activities to Promote Independence,
Braille Teaching

yoddng jeuoijeaonp3 jo jusawiiedag

MUNEKATA Tetsuya | Senior Chief Researcher (Evaluation) Educational Technology Assistive Technology, Educational Materials, Formative Evaluation
KANEKO Takeshi | Chief Researcher Visual Impairments Activities to Promote Independence , Tactile Graphics, Support for Infants
KUBOYAMA Shigeki | Chief Researcher Communication Disabilities | Child Care Support, Infants and toddlers, Social Support System
VANAGISAWA Ao s et e 1t o Dt o
CHIDA Kouki Research Director (Special Needs Education) e [ e Functional Vision Assessment of Children with Disabilities, Activities

Department Head

to Promote Independence, Support for Persons with Visual Impairments

SASAMOTO Ken

Research Director (Survey)

Profound and Multiple Disabilities

Body Action as Expression, Education in Germany

NISHIMAKI Kengo

Research Director (Seminar Coordinator, Medical
and Welfare Coordinate, and Lifelong Learning)

Health Impairments,
Neuroscience

Social Support, Public Health, Pediatrics, Neuroscience

MATSUMURA Kanyu

Senior Chief Researcher (Survey)

Speech and Hearing Impairment

Resource Room, Communication Disabilities

NAGANUMA Toshio

Senior Chief Researcher (Survey)

Physical/Motor Disabilities

Profound and Multiple Disabilities, Study of Teaching-Learning,
Team Teaching

INOUE Masashi

Senior Chief Researcher
(Special Needs Education Schools)

Autism, Intellectual Disabilities

Course Instruction, Improvement of Instruction in Classes

HIROSE Yumiko

Senior Chief Researcher
(Regular Schools)

Emotional Disabilities,
Developmental Disabilities

Activities to Promote Independence, Teacher Support, Team Management

SAWADA Mayumi

Senior Chief Researcher
(Seminar Coordinator, Medical and Welfare Coordinate)

Visual Impairments

Activities to Promote Independence, Course Instruction, Braille Teaching

HARADA Kimihito

Senior Chief Researcher (Lifelong Learning)

Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Early Education, Cochlear Implant, Hearing Aid

INOKO Hidetarou | Chief Researcher Intellectual Disabilities Applied Behavior Analysis, Individual Guidance Plan
KIKUCHI Kazufumi | Chief Researcher Intellectual Disabilities Autism, Creating the Class, Career Education
TOKUNAGA Akio | Chief Researcher Physical/Motor Disabilities ?;;:;g;i;?nlzogz;:gg: Z?q‘jje:lcez’ltllgf?cnsgﬁtional Clpssiiteiton
OZAWA Michimasa | Chief Researcher Intellectual Disabilities, Autism | Consultation, Social Support System
MAKINO Yasumi | Chief Researcher Speech and Hearing Impairment ggﬁzﬁz:z:zg: g?:algﬁﬁ‘?::ge L ST, IR L G,
TAMAKI Munehisa | Chief Researcher Autism LD, ADHD
WAKUI Megumi Researcher Developmental Disabilities, Cooperating Learning, Social Skills Training,

Intellectual Disabilities
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Position

Research Director (In-service Teacher Traininge

Specialized Field

Research Staff

Key Words

Information Technology and Education, Computing Education,
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NAKAMURA Hitoshi | Information Resources and Assistive Technology) Educational Technology L
Department Head Assistive Technology
L nior Chief Researcher (Planning Curriculum . mmunication and Lan Intervention, Deaf Studi ign
ODA Yoshiaki Senior Chief Researcher ( anni g Curriculus T e e Pt Communica on a d Language Intervention, Deaf Studies, Sig
Development of Teacher Training Course) Language Studies
Senior Chief Researcher . . . .
n ol Eean £ Trainin miamlo . . Curriculum, School Support, Information and Communication
TAKIGAWA KUniyOShi | 5 teestion Cones of Eoueaton o e person wi | Education for Health Impairments o

Developmental Disabilities

Technology (ICT)

KANAMORI Katsuhiro

Senior Chief Researcher
(Information Resources, Assistive Technology)

Educational Support Technology

Assistive Technology, Physical/Motor Disabilities, Education of
Information Technology

OSAKI Hirofumi Chief Researcher Profound and Multiple Disabilities | Home/Hospital-Bound Education, Medical Care, School Consultation
SAITO Yumiko Researcher Profound and Multiple Disabilities | Eary Childhood Special Needs Education, Self-determination
WATANABE Masahiro| Researcher Assistive Technology Information Technology for Education, Educational Materials,

Assistive Technology Library
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GOKAMI Tetsuo

Research Director (Counseling and Consultation)
Department Head

Speech and Language Disabilities

Profound and Multiple Disabilities, Educational Counseling (Social
Support), Family Support

KOBAYASHI Michiyo

Senior Chief Researcher (Coordination and Dissemination)

Communication Disabilities

Social Support System, Family Support,

Senior Chief Researcher (Overseas Japanese Schools

FUJII Shigeki Support and Collaboration with Japanese Companies) Developmental Disabilities | Social Support, School Support
YOKOO Shun Chief Researcher Deaf and Hard Hearing Guidance and Counseling, Language Development, Outreach
Program of Deaf School
UEKIDA Jun Rescarcher Emotional Disabilities Guidance and Counseling, Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy,

Developmental Disabilities

Attachment Disorders, Relationship Disorders
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ATSUMI Yoshitaka

Research Director (Information of Developmental Disabilities)
Center Head

Developmental Disabilities

Emotional Disabilities, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Neuroscience

SASAMORI Hiroki

Senior Chief Researcher
(Information of Developmental Disabilities)

Developmental Disabilities
Emotional Disabilities

Resource Rooms, Support for Schools and Teachers, LD*ADHD*
High-Functioning Autism

UMEDA Mari

Senior Chief Researcher (Information Network)

Developmental Disabilities

Resource Rooms, LD*ADHD<High-Functioning Autism, School
Support

OSHIRO Masayuki | Chief Researcher Developmental Disabilities Special Classes, LD*ADHD*High-Functioning Autism, School Support
OTA Hirotsugu Chief Researcher Educational Technology I(Jn(fl(;erar‘;:it;t()i:)lna\l;(ii'rl? gﬁﬁryﬂicaﬁon Literacy, Assistive Technology,
KAIZU Akiko Chief Researcher LD (Learning Disabilities) Assessment, Teaching Procedures, Individualized Education Plan
ITO Yumi Researcher Developmental Disabilities Support for Relatedness Disorders, Guidance and Counseling

Emotional Disabilities

B Special-Appointment Researcher

Name Affiliation Title
SATO Hiroaki Hirosaki University, Faculty of Education, Center for Educational Research and Practice | Professor
KATO Tadaaki Department of Health Policy, National Research Institute for Child Health and Development | Department Head
NISHIKAWA Koji Special Needs Education School for Children with Autism, University of Tsukuba | Principal, Professor
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TERASAKI Chiaki

Japan Educational Research Insitute

Department Head
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