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National Institute of Special Needs Education

Collaboration

HCollaboration with Schools for Special Needs Education throughout

the Country

NISE collaborates with schools for special needs education and primary/lower secondary schools throughout
Japan for smooth promotion of practical researches. Those schools as research partnership cooperates in provision of
information and data concerning research project, guidance, advice, collaborative research & development,
developed teaching method, experimental practice and development of teaching materials.

Furthermore, since 2004, NISE has started to recruit organizations across the country as "Research Partners"
which hope to conduct collaborative research with NISE. The purpose of this new partnership is to carry on
significant research in accordance with educational needs in real classroom situation by sharing mutual
consciousness of challenges, method of researches and research resources.

@ List of Number of Cooperative Organizations, Collaborators and Research Partners, 2007
(Breakdown of Cooperative

Organizations) (Breakdown of Collaborators) (Breakdown of Research Partners)
Schools 31 School Officials 47 Schools 8
Universities 0 University Officials 36 Universities 5
and Institutions and Researchers and Institutions
Prefectural and City g Prefectural and Cit
Government-Affiliated 13 Prefectural and Clt.y 5 Government—Afﬁlie}llted 4
Organization Government Officials Organization

HCollaboration with Special Needs Education School for Children

with Autism, University of Tsukuba

@ Outline of Special Needs Education School for Children with Autism University of Tsukuba.

The National Special Needs Education School for Children with Autism was originally established in September, 1973 to
provide educational services for severely and/or multiply disabled children under close cooperation with National
Institute of Special Needs Education. According to“The Structural Reform of Universities’by the minister of
MEXT, the school restarted in April, 2004 as Kurihama School for Children with Autism, University of Tsukuba
which has kindergarten and primary department to provide educational services for autistic children with intellectual
disabilities.

As well as conducting education based on mainstream schools, the school cooperated with University of Tsukuba
in promotion of research on education for children with disabilities and implementation of teaching practice by the
student teachers.

In July, 2004, University of Tsukuba concluded memorandum on educational research with NISE and has
promoted research activities and training programs under the mutual cooperation.

@ Research and Educational Activities

The school provides individualized education, according to Individualized Support Program and Guidance
Program in response to each child's need, based on their and their parent's requests.

Additionally, in consideration of the characteristics of
autism, the school provides classes such as using photos
pictures and word cards to facilitate communication. The
school has also committed to improvement of educational
environment which is comprehensible for children by setting
up a dressing room to act and work without being confused and
establishing rooms for individual studies and playing freely.

The school, as a designated for research and development by
MEXT (from 2007-2009), now conducts a research titled
"Research and Development on Curriculum for Children with
Autism" receiving counsel and guidance from researchers in
NISE. The research aims to organize curriculum for autistic
children with intellectual disabilities in line with fixed class |
hours by selecting effective teaching contents through daily
educational practice.
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