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Teacher training and roles of regular schoolteachers

resulting from inclusive education in Italy

OOUCHI Susumu ™, FUITWARA Noriko ™ *

(*Visiting Researcher) (* *NISE International Advisor)

In order to advance the formulation of inclusive
education system, every school teacher should
improve their understanding of education
for children with disabilities and learn the
basic methods of teaching based on a child” s
disabilities. In Italy, 40 years have passed since
the inclusive education system was inaugurated.
During this time, the education and teacher
training systems have been amended to enhance
inclusive education. We have traced the history
of the inclusive education system in Italy, and
here, we have reported on the training system
for primary and lower secondary schoolteachers
for inclusive education, and on curriculums in
university teacher-training courses. We conducted
interviews with administrative officers of the
Ministry of Education, Universities and Research
(MIUR), as well as with teachers in the faculty

of education in Roma Tre University. Results
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indicated that the teacher training system in Italy
has been recently reorganized. Currently, primary
and lower secondary schoolteachers are trained
only through courses conducted in universities.
Correspondingly, terms have been extended,
and the training curriculum has been improved.
In the context of inclusive education, academic
disciplines and practical teaching related to
special needs education are included in ordinary
elementary school teacher training courses
conducted at universities. This research indicated
that in Italy, training to enhance the qualification
of all elementary school teachers regarding special
needs education is being conducted from the stage

of teacher training in universities.

Key Words: Italy, inclusive education, special,
needs education, teacher training, primary school,

lower secondary school



