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Compatibility between “Health” in the Course of Study for
Kindergarten and ICF-CY

SAKALI Yutaka*, TANAKA Koji**, and TOKUNAGA Akio***

(*Teikyo University) (**Tokyo Seitoku College) (***Department of Educational Support)

Objective: The compatibility between the
contents of “health” , one of five domains in the
course of study for kindergarten, and ICF-CY
categories was investigated as the first step in
the practical use of ICF-CY in early childhood
education. Methods: The description of “health”
in the guidelines of the course of study for
kindergarten was linked to the ICF-CY categories
by referring to the ICF linking rules. Results:
Ten categories of ICF-CY body functions, 66
categories of ICF-CY activities and participation,
12 categories of ICF-CY environmental factors
were linked to the description of “health” in the
guidelines. Discussion: Description of “health” was
highly compatible with ICF-CY categories. Most

of the contents of “health” in the guidelines were
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basic life habits. Therefore, ICF-CY categories
that were linked to “health” consisted mostly
of activities and participation categories. These
results indicate the possibility that ICF-CY can
be utilized in early childhood education. Further
studies are needed to establish well-defined linking
rules related to the compatibility of the ICF-
CY for early childhood education, as well as to
investigate the compatibility of ICF-CY categories
with domains other than “health” that are related

to the educational contents of kindergartens.

Key Words: Course of Study for Kindergarten,
ICF-CY, Compatibility, Early Childhood Education,
Health Domain





