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Overview of Practical Research Contributing to Vocational

Education for High School Students with Developmental

Disabilities in Japan: Focusing on Empirical Research

WAKABAYASHI Kazusa

(Department of Teacher Training)

Abstract: It is important that persons with
developmental disabilities are given practical and
concrete guidance regarding vocational education
during the transition period such as in the high
school, as such individuals face difficulties in
finding a vocation or stable employment. This
article reviewed empirical research that identifies
outcomes and problems regarding vocational
education for Japanese high school students with
developmental disabilities. The findings of this
review were as follows. First, studies in this area

are expected to utilize more reliable research
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methods. Especially, more studies are needed
for the students with developmental disabilities
that put more focus on the aspects of high-
functioning autism spectrum and intellectual
disabilities. Also found was that before students
with developmental disabilities receive instruction
in classes, it iS necessary to promote an active

attitude among them.

Keywords: developmental disabilities, high
school. vocational education, social adaptation,

practical research.








