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Review of Studies on Support for Children with

Developmental Disabilities in Mainstream Classrooms

SHIJO Kiyomi

(Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo)

Research conducted in Japan and other
countries regarding special needs education
for children with developmental disabilities in
mainstream classrooms was reviewed. In Japan,
after the change from “special education” to
“special needs education,” promoting special
needs education in mainstream classrooms has
become a focus of interest. Research topics related
to this field have expanded from problems related
to individual support to problems about class
wide support. As a result, the perspective of
“Interactions in the classroom by diverse learners”
has become important. Research undertaken from
a socio-cultural perspective could be a key to

comprehensively treating both the individual and

the classroom. Studies taking the socio-cultural
approach have analyzed not only learning in
the same place, but also the equal participation.
Interactions that arise in the classroom can lead
to more authentic and creative learning, and to
the realization of an inclusive class. It is suggested
that future directions for such research would
include the classification of more complicated
interactions in the classroom and identification of

strategies to extend learning by diverse students.

Key Words: mainstream classroom, class wide
support, socio-cultural approach,

interaction, inclusive classroom
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